
Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In August, a total of 395 notifications 

were published in the European Rapid 

Alert System for Food and Feed 

(RASFF). The key findings and anal-

yses are presented in Section 1 of this 

newsletter. 

 

Section 2 provides information on 

new maximum levels for Δ9-THC, 

glycidol and 3-MCPD, as well as for 

furan, 2-methylfuran and 3-methylfu-

ran in certain foodstuffs. In addition, 

we provide information on planned 

changes to maximum residue limits 

for pesticides, the review of maxi-

mum residue limits for phosphonic 

acid, as well as the results of a study 

from the Joint Research Centre re-

garding  

economic impacts of stronger align-

ment of production standards applied 

to imported products 

 

Section 3 contains the latest news on 

food safety and food fraud. 

 

 

 

Topic of the Month: The EU’s new rec-

ommendation on the monitoring of 

chemical contaminants and naturally 

occurring toxins (Section 4). 

 

EU-EmpCo Directive 

 

Germany has implemented the so-

called EU-EmpCo Directive 2024/825, 

which aims to empower consumers in 

the transition to a green economy 

through better protection against un-

fair practices and through better infor-

mation, by means of the Third Act 

Amending the Unfair Commercial 

Practices Act. The key new provisions 

will apply from September 27, 2026. 

The aim is, in particular, to provide 

better protection against misleading 

environmental and sustainability 

claims. 

In future, for example, general envi-

ronmental claims such as “environ-

mentally friendly”, “green” or similar 

blanket statements without proven 

outstanding environmental perfor-

mance, as well as claims about an 

entire product that in fact relate only 

to a specific aspect, will be prohib-

ited.  

Labels that are not based on a recog-

nised certification scheme or have 

not been established by government 

bodies will be prohibited in future. 

Claims such as “climate-neutral” or 

“CO₂-neutral” are also prohibited if 

they are based solely on the offset-

ting of greenhouse gas emissions.  

Claims regarding future environmen-

tal performance must also have verifi-

able targets and be regularly reviewed 

by an independent external expert. 

 

We hope you enjoy this issue of the 

Safefood-Online Newsletter and, as 

always, we look forward to receiving 

your feedback. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 
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1. RASFF-Notifications August 2026 

The number of new RASFF-notifications was significantly 

Lower in August than in the previous two months: 

 The number of new  

▪ August 2026: 395 

▪ July 2026:  512 

▪ June 2026:  499 

▪  

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows: 

 

▪ Alert notifications: 96 

▪ Border rejections: 104 

▪ Information messages: 194 

▪ Non-compliance notifications 1 

  

With 72 notifications, fruit, vegetables and legumes topped the RASFF statistics by product category. They were followed 

by poultry meat and poultry meat products (62 notifications) in second place and nuts, seeds and products thereof (50 

notifications) in third place: 

 

 

 

Among individual products, food supplements accounted for the highest number of notifications (40). Peanuts ranked 

second with 18 notifications, followed by dried figs with 12 notifications: 
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1. RASFF-Notifications August 2026 

 

 

With 105 notifications, pesticide residues once again represented the largest hazard category in the RASFF. Most cases 

involved exceedances of maximum residue levels (MRLs) or the detection of non-authorised active substances. Several 

notifications reported multiple pesticide residues in a single product. Nine different pesticide residues were detected in 

one notification concerning cumin, while two notifications concerning mangoes reported seven and four different pesti-

cide residues, respectively. Pathogenic micro-organisms ranked second with 104 notifications, followed by mycotoxins 

with 57 notifications: 
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1. RASFF-Notifications August 2026 

Salmonella spp. were once again the most frequently reported hazard in the RASFF, with 79 notifications, followed by 

aflatoxins (35 notifications) and ochratoxin A (16 notifications): 

 

 

 

The following chart shows the ten most frequently reported countries of origin: 

 

 

 

With 34 notifications, Poland ranked first among the countries of origin. It was followed by Türkiye with 27 notifications 

and the United States of America with 21 notifications. 
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

New EU-draft regulations to amend 
maximum residue levels for pesticides  
 

The European Commission has published a draft regula-

tion to amend Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 

396/2005 with regard to maximum residue levels for: 

 

▪ Diazinon 

 

in or on certain products. For further information on the 

proposed amendments, please refer to the linked draft 

regulation and the linked annex. 

 

 

EFSA recommends a review of existing 
maximum residue limits for phos-
phonic  
 
In its peer review of August 20, the EFSA concluded that, 

when assessing the active substance choline hydrogen 

phosphonate, it cannot be excluded that the acceptable 

daily intake may be exceeded by certain consumer groups. 

The assessment is based on the lower ADI for phosphonic 

acid – 1 mg/kg body weight per day – which was scientifi-

cally derived in 2018 and confirmed in 2023. The EFSA 

therefore recommends a review of the existing maximum 

residue limits (MRLs) for phosphonic acid and its salts. 

 

 

JRC assesses impact of stricter maxi-
mum residue levels for imported prod-
ucts 
 

The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

has assessed the potential economic impacts of lowering 

maximum residue levels (MRLs) for particularly hazardous 

pesticides not approved in the EU to the limit of quantifica-

tion (LOQ), including for imported products. The analysis 

supports the Commission’s objective of preventing pesti-

cides banned in the EU for health or environmental rea-

sons from re-entering the EU market through imported 

food and feed.  

The study identifies 18 relevant active substances for 

which current MRLs are partly above the LOQ. A total of 

235 commodities from 86 exporting countries could be af-

fected. Model simulations indicate that stricter MRLs 

could lead to lower EU imports, increased EU crop produc-

tion and higher consumer prices. However, the magnitude 

of these effects depends strongly on the ability of produc-

ers in third countries to adapt to the new requirements.  

Depending on the scenario, the estimated impact on total 

EU agricultural imports ranges from −41% where no adap-

tation takes place, to −8% with partial adaptation and only 

−0.4% where adaptation costs are low. In the latter sce-

nario, changes in EU production and consumer prices re-

main below 1% for all commodities examined.  

Importantly, the JRC stresses that the study is not a full 

impact assessment and its results should not be inter-

preted as forecasts. The scenarios are intended to illus-

trate the range of possible economic impacts. Environ-

mental and social impacts were not assessed.  

 

 

EU Regulation 2026/1828 on Δ9-THC 
in hemp leaves 
 

With Regulation (EU) 2026/1828, the European Commis-

sion has set maximum levels for the sum of delta-9-tetra-

hydrocannabinol (Δ9-THC) and delta-9-tetrahydrocanna-

binolic acid (Δ9-THCA), expressed as Δ9-THC, in hemp 

leaves for water-based infusions and ready-to-drink herbal 

teas made from hemp leaves (see Table 1). The aim is to 

ensure a high level of health protection for adults when 

consuming these products. The new maximum levels will 

apply from 1 January 2027. 

 

 

The EU is lowering the maximum levels 
for glycidol and 3-MCPD in infant for-
mula and certain foods used in the 
manufacture of infant formula 
 

We had already reported on the corresponding draft regu-

lation in the April issue of the Safefood Online Newsletter. 

Regulation (EU) 2026/1825 was published on 30 July. The 

maximum levels for 3-monochloropropanediol (3-MCPD - 

(the sum of 3-MCPD and 3-MCPD fatty acid esters) and for 

glycidyl fatty acid esters (expressed as glycidol) in certain 

processed cereal products for infants, young children and 

children have been revised. In addition, the EU has set 

maximum levels for these contaminants in certain com-

pound foods. Furthermore, the maximum levels for 3-

https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_03610_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_03610_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_03610_02_e.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10288
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/53031d95-984e-11f1-9262-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202601828&qid=1789138338928
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202601825&qid=1789138518266
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

MCPD and glycidol in fats and oils intended for the manu-

facture of these foods have been reduced to ensure that 

the new maximum levels are not exceeded. The new maxi-

mum levels will apply from 1 January 2027. 

 

 

Maximum levels for furan, 2-methylfu-
ran and 3-methylfuran in processed ce-
real products for infants and young 
children, and in baby food 
 

Due to concerns that the presence of furan and methyl- 

furans in food could lead to potential long-term liver dam-

age, the EU has set maximum levels for these substances 

in processed cereal-based foods for infants and young 

children, as well as in baby food, by Regulation (EU) 

2026/1890 of 29July 2026. The new requirements will  

apply from 01 January 2028. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202601890&qid=1789138882078
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202601890&qid=1789138882078
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3. NEWS  

 

 

Food Safety 
 

EFSA: 

 

 To support implementation of dietary cumulative risk 

assessment (CRA) methodology, the Monte Carlo Risk 

Assessment (MCRA) platform, a web-based platform 

for chemical risk assessment, has been continuously 

improved through three framework partnership 

 

 Food contamination incident linked to Salmonella En-

teritidis ST11 in egg-based products  

 

 A retail prevalence study to investigate microbiologi-

cal contamination levels in ready-to-eat (RTE) plant-

based dairy, meat and fish substitutes 

 

German BfR: 

 

 Vitamin D poisoning in infants - Vitamin D overdose 

can be potentially life-threatening 

 

 

 

 

Single Notifications: 

 

 33 cheeses recalled in Canada because of Listeria 

concerns 

 

 US: Cyclospora outbreak linked to iceberg lettuce  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10285
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10285
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10285
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10285
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10285
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-08/en-10303v2.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-08/en-10303v2.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10271
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10271
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10271
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/vitamin-d-poisoning-in-infants/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/vitamin-d-poisoning-in-infants/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/08/33-cheeses-recalled-in-canada-because-of-listeria-concerns/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/08/33-cheeses-recalled-in-canada-because-of-listeria-concerns/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/08/cyclospora-patients-in-outbreak-linked-to-lettuce-top-11-000/
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3. NEWS  

 

 

Food Fraud 
 

 The University of Portsmouth estimates the annual 

economic cost of food fraud at between £0.4 and £2 

billion. The research examines, amongst other things, 

product substitution, mislabelling and document fraud  

 

 United Kingdom: As part of a joint operation targeting 

an unauthorised meat-cutting plant, four men were ar-

rested and over 4 tonnes of illegal meat were seized.  

 

 Authenticity verification and fraud detection in tur-

meric powder based on aroma and taste profiles using 

electronic nose, electronic tongue and artificial intelli-

gence 

 

 Non-Destructive Quantification of Urea Adulteration in 

Bovine Milk Using Transmittance Multispectral Imag-

ing 

 

 US: More than 2.5 tonnes of frozen, breaded catfish 

products have been recalled due to illegal importation  

 

 US: Almost 15 tons of imported beef recalled because 

of lack of reinspection 

 

 As part of an operation by the National Food Crime 

Unit, a total of more than 33 tonnes of suspected ille-

gal frozen food was seized in England, Wales and 

Scotland  

 

  

 

 UK: wine suspected of being counterfeit, worth nearly 

600,000 euros, seized   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://researchportal.port.ac.uk/en/publications/the-cost-of-food-fraud-in-the-uk-measurement-and-implications/
https://researchportal.port.ac.uk/en/publications/the-cost-of-food-fraud-in-the-uk-measurement-and-implications/
https://researchportal.port.ac.uk/en/publications/the-cost-of-food-fraud-in-the-uk-measurement-and-implications/
https://researchportal.port.ac.uk/en/publications/the-cost-of-food-fraud-in-the-uk-measurement-and-implications/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/criminal-investigation-starts-after-four-men-arrested-and-illegal-meat-removed
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/criminal-investigation-starts-after-four-men-arrested-and-illegal-meat-removed
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/criminal-investigation-starts-after-four-men-arrested-and-illegal-meat-removed
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211715626004947
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211715626004947
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211715626004947
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211715626004947
https://arxiv.org/abs/2608.03113
https://arxiv.org/abs/2608.03113
https://arxiv.org/abs/2608.03113
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/08/more-than-2-5-tons-of-frozen-breaded-catfish-products-recalled-because-of-illegal-importation/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/08/more-than-2-5-tons-of-frozen-breaded-catfish-products-recalled-because-of-illegal-importation/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/08/almost-15-tons-of-imported-beef-recalled-because-of-lack-of-reinspection/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/08/almost-15-tons-of-imported-beef-recalled-because-of-lack-of-reinspection/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-33-tonnes-of-suspected-illegal-food-seized-following-nfcu-arrest-and-partner-operation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-33-tonnes-of-suspected-illegal-food-seized-following-nfcu-arrest-and-partner-operation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-33-tonnes-of-suspected-illegal-food-seized-following-nfcu-arrest-and-partner-operation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/over-33-tonnes-of-suspected-illegal-food-seized-following-nfcu-arrest-and-partner-operation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nfcu-operation-leads-to-arrest-over-suspected-500000-of-counterfeit-wine?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nfcu-operation-leads-to-arrest-over-suspected-500000-of-counterfeit-wine?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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4. Topic of the month 

 

EU strengthens monitoring of contaminants in the food chain 
 

In June 2026, the European Commission published several new recommen-

dations on the monitoring of chemical contaminants and naturally occurring 

toxins in food and feed. The focus is on pyrrolizidine alkaloids, quinolizidine 

alkaloids, ergot alkaloids and per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). 

 

▪ Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids:  

With Recommendation (EU) 2026/1210, the Commission calls for enhanced 

monitoring of pyrrolizidine alkaloids (PAs) in animal feed. 

The monitoring programme covers a broad range of pyrrolizidine alkaloids, 

including their N-oxides. The data obtained are intended in particular to im-

prove the assessment of exposure in farm animals and to close existing data 

gaps. 

 

▪ Quinolizidine-Alkaloids: 

Quinolizidine alkaloids are naturally occurring constituents of lupins. Their 

concentrations may depend, among other factors, on the lupin species and 

variety as well as the processing methods used. 

In its risk assessment, EFSA concluded that the available data were insuffi-

cient to fully characterise the health risk. For acute exposure, a lowest effec-

tive oral single dose of 0.16 mg sparteine per kg body weight was used as a 

reference point. For chronic exposure, however, no health-based guidance 

value could be established. 

With the Recommendation (EU) 2026/1241, the EU calls for a comprehensive 

monitoring. This should cover not only lupin seeds and lupin flour but also 

foods produced from them, including bread and bakery products, baking 

mixes, egg and coffee substitutes, as well as plant-based milk and meat al-

ternatives and lupin protein powders for shakes and smoothies. 

At the same time, the causes of high alkaloid concentrations and the effects 

of processing should be investigated. Particular attention should be paid to 

the extent to which processes such as soaking and cooking can reduce alka-

loid levels. 

The potential transfer of quinolizidine alkaloids from lupin-containing animal 

feed into food of animal origin should also be investigated. Milk, in particular, 

should therefore be included in relevant monitoring programmes. 

 

▪ Ergot Alkaloids:  

Recommendation (EU) 2026/1243 updates and expands the existing moni-

toring of ergot alkaloids in animal feed. This follows, among other factors, 

more recent EFSA findings indicating that exposure may give rise to health 

concerns, particularly in cattle and pigs. 

Monitoring should focus primarily on cereals and cereal products, grasses 

and products derived from them, including green forage, as well as com-

pound feed. In addition to the established ergot alkaloids, further compounds 

should be included in the analyses. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202601210&qid=1789220583744
file:///C:/Users/bernh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/0CLJK2FS/8
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4. Topic of the month 

Of particular interest is the recommendation to determine, wherever possible, 

both the content of ergot sclerotia and the concentrations of individual ergot 

alkaloids. This is intended to improve understanding of the relationship be-

tween visible ergot contamination and the actual alkaloid burden. 

The monitoring results should be submitted to EFSA by 30 June 2028 at the 

latest. 

 

▪ PFAS:  

A further focus is set by Recommendation (EU) 2026/1307 on the monitoring 

of PFAS in animal feed. Due to their high persistence and widespread occur-

rence, PFAS have been the subject of European risk assessment and regula-

tory action for many years. Maximum levels are already established for vari-

ous foods of animal origin. 

Together with feed business operators, Member States are requested to 

monitor, in particular, the four substances PFOS, PFOA, PFNA and PFHxS dur-

ing the period from 2026 to 2028. 

Monitoring should include, among other matrices, fish and other aquatic ani-

mals used for feed production, seaweed, feed materials of mineral origin, 

green forage, silage, hay, fresh grass and certain compound feeds. 

Particular importance is attached to identifying the sources of contamina-

tion. Where elevated PFAS levels are detected, potential sources should be 

identified and measures to prevent or reduce contamination should be con-

sidered. In addition to animal feed, soil and drinking water for animals, as 

well as other potential sources where appropriate, may be included in these 

investigations. 

Overview of the recommendations: 

• Recommendation (EU) 2026/1210: Monitoring of pyrrolizidine alkaloids in 

feed 

• Recommendation (EU) 2026/1241: Monitoring of quinolizidine alkaloids in 

lupins and foodstuffs derived therefrom 

• Recommendation (EU) 2026/1243: Monitoring of ergot alkaloids in feed 

• Recommendation (EU) 2026/1307: Monitoring of PFAS in feed 

•  

Conclusion:  With these new monitoring recommendations, the EU is expand-

ing the data base on chemical contaminants and natural toxins. 

The recommendations do not introduce any new maximum levels. However, 

the monitoring data can be used for further regulations. 

 

 Feedback 
Please forward your sug-

gestions, questions and re-

quests regarding this 

newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202601307&qid=1789220725969
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Disclaimer:  

Despite careful review of all content, Safefood-Online GmbH accepts no li-

ability for the content of external websites linked from this newsletter. Re-

sponsibility for the content of linked websites lies solely with their respec-

tive operators. 

 

General Terms of Use: 

1. Safefood-Online GmbH (hereinafter referred to as "Safefood-Online"), 

having its registered office at Birkenweg 18, D-68723 Schwetzingen, 

Germany, operates the website www.safefood-online.com, which pro-

vides information and communication services via the Internet. The 

purpose of the company is to operate an online database for the 

presentation and assessment of food safety risks. 

 

2. As a provider of online services, Safefood-Online collects, processes 

and uses personal data only to the extent necessary for providing 

these services. Any further processing or use of personal data re-

quires the user's explicit consent.  

The use of this website shall not be regarded as constituting such 

consent, nor is access to the Safefood-Online website conditional 

upon granting such consent. 

 

3. Users may withdraw their consent to the storage, processing and use 

of their personal data at any time with effect for the future. Such with-

drawal may be submitted either in writing or electronically. 

To withdraw your consent, please contact: info@safefood-online.com  

 

4. Liability for Content 

a. safefood-online is responsible for its own content in accordance 

with applicable German law. 

b. With regard to third-party content made available on this website, 

Safefood-Online shall only be responsible where it has actual 

knowledge of such content and where it is technically possible 

and reasonable to prevent its further use. 

 

 

c. Safefood-Online assumes no liability or responsibility for the con-

tent of external websites to which direct or indirect links are pro-

vided. Users access such external websites at their own risk and 

are subject to the terms and conditions of the respective website 

operators.  

 

d. Statutory obligations to remove or block access to unlawful con-

tent remain unaffected where Safefood-Online becomes aware of 

such content while observing the confidentiality of communica-

tions pursuant to Section 3 of the German Telecommunications 

Digital Services Data Protection Act (TDDDG)., provided that such 

removal or blocking is technically possible and reasonable. 

 

5. Legal Notice 

The information provided in this newsletter has been prepared with 

the greatest possible care. Nevertheless, Safefood-Online GmbH does 

not guarantee the accuracy, completeness or currency of the infor-

mation provided. Safefood-Online GmbH reserves the right to amend, 

supplement or remove information contained in this publication at any 

time without prior notice. 

 

6. Copyright 

All content published in this newsletter is protected by copyright. 

The reproduction or distribution of texts, in whole or in part, is permit-

ted only with prior written permission from Safefood-Online GmbH, un-

less otherwise permitted by law. 

The reproduction of photographs, graphics and other visual material is 

prohibited without prior written permission. 

 

http://www.safefood-online.com/
http://www.safefood-online.com/

