Safefood-Online

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Dear Safefood-Online users,

A total of 512 notifications were pub-
lished in the European Rapid Alert
System for Food and Feed (RASFF) in
July. The key findings and analyses
are presented in Section 1 of this
newsletter.

Section 2 provides an update on cur-
rent developments regarding pesti-
cides and contaminants. The main fo-
cus is on changes to the maximum
residue levels (MRLs) for pesticides
and the EFSA's reduction of the
acceptable daily intake (ADI) for tri-
fluoroacetic acid (TFA).

Section 3 contains the latest news on
food safety and food fraud.

Topic of the Month: The 2025 Product
Monitoring Report published by the
German Max Rubner Institute
(Section 4).

2026 Grain Harvest: Between Heat
Stress and Food Supply Security

Prospects for the 2026 grain harvest
have deteriorated in recent weeks
across Germany and large parts of
Europe. Exceptionally high tempera-
tures and prolonged dry conditions
during critical crop development
stages have reduced yield expecta-
tions for several major cereals.

As aresult, the German Raiffeisen As-
sociation (DRV) has lowered its fore-
cast for Germany’s grain harvest to
42.7 million tonnes. Despite this
downward revision, the overall har-
vest is still expected to remain close
to the long-term average.

At the European level, yield forecasts
have also been revised downward.
Soft wheat, barley and grain maize
are among the crops most affected
by the adverse weather conditions.
According to European agricultural
organisations, final production levels
will largely depend on weather condi-
tions during the remainder of the
growing season.
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For the food industry, the focus ex-
tends beyond total production vol-
umes. Crop quality, raw material avail-
ability and price developments are be-
coming increasingly important. Re-
gional yield losses may lead to
greater variability in grain quality,
complicating procurement and pro-
cessing. At the same time, global de-
mand for cereals remains strong, sug-
gesting that markets are likely to re-
main sensitive to further weather-re-
lated disruptions.

We hope you enjoy this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter and, as
always, we look forward to receiving
your feedback.

Your Safefood-Online Team


https://www.raiffeisen.de/hitzewelle-wirkt-sich-negativ-auf-erntemenge-aus?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.raiffeisen.de/hitzewelle-wirkt-sich-negativ-auf-erntemenge-aus?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.coceral.com/web/%20coceral%20crop%20forecast%20|%20july%202026%20/1011306087/list1187970814/f1.html
https://www.coceral.com/web/%20coceral%20crop%20forecast%20|%20july%202026%20/1011306087/list1187970814/f1.html

RASFF-Notifications July 2026

The number of new RASFF-notifications in July was slightly
higher than in the previous two months:

= July 2026: 512
= June 2026: 499
= May 2026 467

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows:

= Alert notifications: 134
= Border rejections: 129
= Information messages: 249

With 92 notifications, fruit, vegetables and legumes topped the RASFF statistics by product category. They were followed
by poultry meat and poultry meat products (67 notifications) in second place and nuts, seeds and products thereof (56
notifications) in third place:

RASFF-Notifications July 2026: top 10 product categories
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Among individual products, food supplements accounted for the highest number of notifications (43). Dried figs ranked
second with 18 notifications, followed by peanuts with 16 notifications:
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RASFF-Notifications July 2026
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With 164 notifications, pesticides once again represented the largest hazard category in the RASFF. Most cases involved
exceedances of maximum residue levels (MRLs) or the detection of non-authorised active substances. Several notifica-
tions reported multiple pesticide residues in a single product. One notification concerning a barbecue seasoning from
China identified 16 different active substances. Another notification involving lychees from China also reported 16 differ-
ent pesticide residues, while a notification concerning cumin from India detected 12 different residues.

Pathogenic micro-organisms ranked second with 159 notifications, followed by mycotoxins with 74 notifications.

RASFF-Notifications July 2026: top 10 hazard categories
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RASFF-Notifications July 2026

Salmonella were once again the most frequently reported hazard in the RASFF, with 107 notifications, followed by afla-
toxins (39 notifications) and ochratoxin A (33 notifications).

RASFF-Notifications July 2026: Top 10 hazards
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The following chart shows the ten most frequently reported countries of origin:

RASFF-Notifications July 2026: Top 10 countries of origin
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With 42 notifications, Poland ranked first among the countries of origin. It was followed by China with 37 notifications
and Tirkiye with 36 notifications.
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

New EU-draft regulations to
amend maximum residue levels
for pesticides

The European Commission has published a draft regula-
tion to amend Annex Il to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005
with regard to maximum residue levels for:

= Acequinocyl

= Deltamethrin

= Dodine

= Maleic hydrazide
= Pinoxaden

= Prothioconazole

in or on certain products. For further information on the
proposed amendments, please refer to the linked draft
regulation and the linked annex.

A further draft regulation proposes amendments to An-
nexes ll, Il and V of Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 regard-
ing the maximum residue levels for:

= Azocyclotin

= Chlorfenapyr
= Cyhexatin

= Dicofol

= Endosulfan

=  Fenarimol,

= Fenpropathrin
= Profenofos

in or on certain products. For further information on the
proposed amendments, please refer to the linked draft
regulation and the linked annex.

Regulation (EU) 2026/1546

Regulation (EU) 2026/1546 of 8 July 2026 amended An-
nexes Il, Il and V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 with re-
gard to the maximum residue levels of:

Benomyl
Carbendazim
Thiophanate-methyl

in or on certain products. The full text of the Regulation
can be found via the following LINK.

EFSA lowers the acceptable daily
intake (ADI) for TFA

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has lowered
the acceptable daily intake (ADI) for trifluoroacetic acid
(TFA) on the basis of new scientific evidence. EFSA’s ex-
perts reduced the ADI from 0.05 to 0.014 milligrams per
kilogram of body weight per day. The new ADI is approxi-
mately 3.5 times lower than the previous one. They also
established a new acute reference dose of 0.07 milligrams
per kilogram of body weight. The full scientific opinion can
be found at this LINK.
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/528414/112997/2/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/528414/112997/2/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/528416/112997/2/attachment
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_03301_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_03301_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/EEC/26_03301_04_e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202601546&qid=1785250985811
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10227

NEWS

Individual reports:

O lIreland: Consumer complaints to FSAI Advice Line in-
crease in 2025

O French Salmonella outbreak linked to Polish eggs
& Multi-country outbreak of Salmonella Stanley ST2045

infections linked to consumption of flavoured noodle
products. 1 July 2026

G

AGRINFO Guidance: Exporting fishery products to the
EU - An introduction to current and upcoming Eu-Regu-

lations

Food Safety

G

The Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the
Environment (RIVM) has published its 2025 annual re-
EFSA: port on foodborne and other enteric infections. Ac-
cording to the report, an estimated two million people
in the Netherlands fell ill in 2025 as a result of infec-

tions caused by food-related pathogens

) The European Food Supplement Project -Identification
of emerging risks associated with food supplements,
other than vitamins and minerals

) EFSA Strategy 2027 - Science, safe food, sustainabil-
ity

) 2025 EFSA Annual Report Emerging Risks and Horizon
Scanning Activities

O Risk Ranking of Microbiological Hazards in Food
(2015-2019)

EU-Commission:

) New genomic techniques for plants to boost innova-
tion in sustainable agriculture

S Overview report EU Member State Survey on Hista-
mine controls in fish 2025
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https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10226
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10226
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10226
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/corporate-pubs/efsa-strategy-2027-science-safe-food-sustainability
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/corporate-pubs/efsa-strategy-2027-science-safe-food-sustainability
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10262
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-10262
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2026.FR-00110?SeriesKey=29401399&af=R&content=articlesChapters&mi=3on2w69&sortBy=Earliest&target=default
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2026.FR-00110?SeriesKey=29401399&af=R&content=articlesChapters&mi=3on2w69&sortBy=Earliest&target=default
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260611IPR45215/new-genomic-techniques-for-plants-to-boost-innovation-in-sustainable-agriculture
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260611IPR45215/new-genomic-techniques-for-plants-to-boost-innovation-in-sustainable-agriculture
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/news/details/167
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits-analysis/news/details/167
https://www.fsai.ie/news-and-alerts/latest-news/consumer-complaints-to-fsai-advice-line-increa-(2)
https://www.fsai.ie/news-and-alerts/latest-news/consumer-complaints-to-fsai-advice-line-increa-(2)
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10237
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10237
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10237
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10237
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/367/Exporting_fishery_products_to_the_European_Union.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/367/Exporting_fishery_products_to_the_European_Union.pdf
https://agrinfo.eu/documents/367/Exporting_fishery_products_to_the_European_Union.pdf
https://www.rivm.nl/bibliotheek/rapporten/2026-0096.pdf
https://www.rivm.nl/bibliotheek/rapporten/2026-0096.pdf
https://www.rivm.nl/bibliotheek/rapporten/2026-0096.pdf
https://www.rivm.nl/bibliotheek/rapporten/2026-0096.pdf
https://www.rivm.nl/bibliotheek/rapporten/2026-0096.pdf

NEWS

Food Fraud

ACN Annual Report 2025

The Alert and Cooperation Network (ACN) has published
its annual report for 2025. The total number of ACN re-
ports continued to rise in 2025, exceeding the 10,000 mark
(10,490). This represents an increase of 11 per cent com-
pared with 2024.

The countries with the highest number of reports within
the ACN are Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium.

Top 10 ACN notifying countries

Germany
Netherlands
Belgium

Poland

France

Denmark

Austria

Spain

Slovenia 287

Whereas border rejections accounted for around one-third
of all RASFF notifications in previous years, the picture
changed in 2025. Compared with 2024, warning notifica-
tions increased by 14%, overtaking border rejections as the
most common notification type. At the same time, the

number of food fraud notifications fell significantly, declin-
ing by 46% compared with the previous year.

Within the Alert and Cooperation Network (ACN), faulty or
misleading labelling remained the leading cause of non-
compliance. A total of 1,289 notifications—representing
approximately 46% of all recorded cases—were classified
under “Faulty Labelling or Claims”:

Top 5 Non-Compliance notifications by non-compliance type

Faulty Labelling Or Claims 1289
Non-Compliant Composition

Other

Lacking Or Improper Documentation Or Controls

| Or Envis C

Analysis of the Top 5 Agri-Food Fraud notification catego-
ries shows that misleading or deceptive product claims re-
main the most frequently reported form of food fraud. With
121 notifications, this category accounted for the largest
share of reported cases. It was followed by product tam-
pering (80 notifications) and traceability deficiencies (69
notifications). By comparison, notifications related to plant
protection products (12 cases) and animal health issues
(7 cases) were reported far less frequently:

Top 5 Agri-Food Fraud notifications by food fraud type

Other non-compliances (implicit claim violations) 121
Product tampering 80
Record tampering 69

Ni i related to plant p

ion products 12

Non-compliances related to animal health 7

Individual reports:
O Shrimp (sub-)national traceability and retail fraud de-

tection using stable isotopes and multi-element profil-
ing
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713526001635?via%3Dihub#sec3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713526001635?via%3Dihub#sec3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713526001635?via%3Dihub#sec3

Please forward your sug-
gestions, questions and re-
quests regarding this
newsletter directly to:

The German Max Rubner Institute (MRI) has published the results of its 2025
Product Monitoring Report, providing an updated assessment of changes in
the levels of sugar, salt, fat and energy in processed foods available on the
German market. More than 7,000 products were analysed, covering product
groups including bread and bakery products, sausages and processed meat,
breakfast cereals, as well as soups, stews and instant meals. The monitoring
programme supports the scientific evaluation of Germany’s National Strategy
for the Reduction and Innovation of Sugar, Fat and Salt in Processed Foods.
The results present a mixed but encouraging picture. Most product catego-
ries showed statistically significant improvements compared with previous
surveys, reflecting the continued reformulation efforts of many food manu-
facturers. In particular, children’s breakfast cereals achieved an impressive
44% reduction in sugar content compared with 2016. By contrast, little meas-
urable progress was observed for stews and processed meat products.

For the food industry, the findings confirm that product reformulation has be-
come an integral part of food innovation. Reducing sugar, salt and fat re-
quires manufacturers to balance nutritional improvements with product qual-
ity, taste, shelf life and consumer acceptance. The MRI’s long-term monitor-
ing programme provides valuable evidence for assessing progress and sup-
ports evidence-based nutrition policy and product development.

Product Monitoring 2025 - At a Glance:

e More than 7,000 processed food products analysed

e Focus on bread and bakery products, sausages and processed
meat, breakfast cereals, soups, stews and instant meals

e Statistically significant improvements observed in most product
categories

o Little measurable progress in stews and processed meat products

e Provides the scientific basis for evaluating Germany’s National
Strategy for the Reduction and Innovation of Sugar, Fat and Salt in
Processed Foods
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Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
Email: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer:

Despite careful review of all content, Safefood-Online GmbH accepts no li-
ability for the content of external websites linked from this newsletter. Re-
sponsibility for the content of linked websites lies solely with their respec-
tive operators.

General Terms of Use:

1. Safefood-Online GmbH (hereinafter referred to as "Safefood-Online"),
having its registered office at Birkenweg 18, D-68723 Schwetzingen,
Germany, operates the website www.safefood-online.de, which pro-
vides information and communication services via the Internet. The
purpose of the company is to operate an online database for the
presentation and assessment of food safety risks.

2. As aprovider of online services, Safefood-Online collects, processes
and uses personal data only to the extent necessary for providing
these services. Any further processing or use of personal data re-
quires the user's explicit consent.

The use of this website shall not be regarded as constituting such
consent, nor is access to the Safefood-Online website conditional
upon granting such consent.

3. Users may withdraw their consent to the storage, processing and use
of their personal data at any time with effect for the future. Such with-
drawal may be submitted either in writing or electronically.

To withdraw your consent, please contact:
info@safefood-online.de

4. Liability for Content

a. safefood-online is responsible for its own content in accordance
with applicable German law.

b. With regard to third-party content made available on this website,
Safefood-Online shall only be responsible where it has actual
knowledge of such content and where it is technically possible
and reasonable to prevent its further use.

Managing Director: Dr. Bernhard Miiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen, Germany
Commercial Register: Local Court Mannheim, Germany
Commercial register No.: HRB 710365

VAT identification Number (VAT ID): DE 274 106 454

Responsible for editorial content:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

c. Safefood-Online assumes no liability or responsibility for the con-
tent of external websites to which direct or indirect links are pro-
vided. Users access such external websites at their own risk and
are subject to the terms and conditions of the respective website
operators.

d. Statutory obligations to remove or block access to unlawful con-
tent remain unaffected where Safefood-Online becomes aware of
such content while observing the confidentiality of communica-
tions pursuant to Section 3 of the German Telecommunications
Digital Services Data Protection Act (TDDDG)., provided that such
removal or blocking is technically possible and reasonable.

5. Legal Notice
The information provided in this newsletter has been prepared with
the greatest possible care. Nevertheless, Safefood-Online GmbH does
not guarantee the accuracy, completeness or currency of the infor-
mation provided. Safefood-Online GmbH reserves the right to amend,
supplement or remove information contained in this publication at any
time without prior notice.

6. Copyright
All content published in this newsletter is protected by copyright.
The reproduction or distribution of texts, in whole or in part, is per-
mitted only with prior written permission from Safefood-Online
GmbH, unless otherwise permitted by law.
The reproduction of photographs, graphics and other visual mate-
rial is prohibited without prior written permission.
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