
Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In February 2026, the EU Rapid Alert 

System recorded 362 new notifica-

tions. The evaluation can be found un-

der point 1 in this newsletter. 

 

Under "Latest news on residues and 

contaminants" (point 2), we report on 

changes to the maximum levels of 

pesicides. 

We also inform on the work of the 

German Federal Institute for Risk As-

sessment (BfR) on the updated as-

sessment of the health risks of plant-

based drinks and on a proposal for 

health-based reference values for 2-

chloroethanol. 

 

News around food safety and food 

fraud can be found under point 3. 

 

The topic of the month (point 4) is the 

finding of cereulide in infant formula. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bavaria: Demonstration against "new 

genetic engineering" in beer 

 

At the world's largest regulars' table – 

at least according to the party CSU – 

the topic was (once again) beer, or 

more precisely, genetic engineering in 

beer.  

Two weeks ago, several associations 

and organisations demonstrated 

against the regulations on EU-level 

planned for "new genetic engineering" 

and called on politicians to campaign 

for "GMO-free and patent-free beer". 

Source: Bioland e.V. 

In this context, we would also like to 

refer to the overview of the Science 

Circle for Genomics and Genetic En-

gineering on the trilogue procedure. 

  

We hope that also this issue of the 

Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-

esting for you and we are of course 

looking forward to your opinion. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 
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https://www.wggev.de/trilog-verfahren-zur-regulierung-von-ngt-pflanzen/
https://www.wggev.de/trilog-verfahren-zur-regulierung-von-ngt-pflanzen/
https://www.wggev.de/trilog-verfahren-zur-regulierung-von-ngt-pflanzen/
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1. RASFF Notifications February 2026 

The number of new RASFF notifications in February 2026 is  

significantly lower than in January: 

 

▪ February 2026: 362 

▪ January 2026: 369 

▪ December 2025 521 

 

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows: 

 

▪ Alert notifications: 99 

▪ Border rejections: 106 

▪ Information messages: 157 

  

The product group fruit, vegetables and pulses is first in the evaluation by product category with 98 notifications, 

followed by the product categories nuts, seeds and products thereof and poultry meat and poultry meat products in 

second and third place with 34 and 30 notifications respectively: 

 

 

 

In terms of products, food supplements are once again at the top of the list with 17 notifications, followed by figs (dried) 

with 15 notificationas and peanuts with 8 notifications: 
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1. RASFF Notifications February 2026 

 

 

When evaluated by hazard category, pesticides are ranking first with 146 cases of maximum levels being exceeded or 

unauthorised pesticides being found. Pathogenic micro-organisms are following in second place with 75 notifications 

and mycotoxins in third place with 48 notifications: 
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1. RASFF Notifications February 2026 

In terms of hazards, salmonella are on top with 58 notifications, followed by aflatoxins and ochratoxin A with 29 and 22 

notifications: 

 

 

 

Finally, the evaluation according to the country of origin of the products: 

 

 

 

In 36 notifications, the products came from Türkiye. The Netherlands and Poland are following, each with 20 products. 
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

 

 

Regulation (EU) 2026/215 
 

Regulation (EU) 2026/215 amended Annexes II and V to 

Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to maximum resi-

due levels for: 

 

▪ Dimoxystrobin 

▪ Ethephon 

▪ Propamocarb 

 

in or on certain products. The new limits will apply from 

August 19, 2026. 

For further information on the new maximum levels, please 

refer to the linked text of the Regulation. 

 

 

New proposals from the European 
Commission to amend the maxi-
mum levels for pesticides  
 
The European Commission has presented several pro-

posals to amend the maximum levels for pesticides: 

 

▪ amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) 

396/2005 as regards maximum residue levels for be-

nomyl, carbendazim and thiophanate-methyl in or on 

certain products 

▪ amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) 

396/2005 as regards maximum residue levels for dia-

zinon in or on certain products 

▪ amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) 396/2005 as re-

gards maximum residue levels for azoxystrobin, 

etofenprox, fenpropidin, flupyradifuron, hexythiazox, 

imazalil, spinosad and tebufenozide in or on certain 

products 

 

▪ amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation (EC) 

396/2005 as regards maximum residue levels for car-

bofuran, imazalil, mandipropamid, propaquizafop, 

quizalofop-P-ethyl and quizalofop-P-tefuryl in or on 

certain products 

 

For further information, please refer to the proposed regu-

lation. 

 

 

Mycotoxins in soy, almond or oat 
drinks: The German Federal Insti-
tute for Risk Assessment (BfR) 
updates its assessment of the 
health risks of plant-based drinks  
 

In an updated opinion, the German BfR has reassessed the 

health risks of mycotoxins and selected plant toxins in 

plant-based drinks based on data from 2024/2025. A total 

of 162 products (oat, almond and soy drinks) were ana-

lysed. Only the vulnerable group of children aged 0.5 to <6 

years was considered. 

 

Due to the aflatoxin B1 content (in 31 of the 39 products 

analysed), the German BfR concludes that "long-term  

realistic consumption by children may lead to health im-

pairments with a medium probability of occurrence. 

Ochratoxin A was found in 33 of 39 almond drinks and in 

23 of 29 soya drinks. The German BfR considers health ef-

fects to be unlikely or rather unlikely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/516434/105274/2/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/516434/105274/2/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/516237/113129/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/516237/113129/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/517782/113006/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/517782/113006/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/517782/113006/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515979/113093/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515979/113093/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/515979/113093/1/attachment
https://www.bfr.bund.de/stellungnahme/mykotoxine-in-soja-mandel-oder-haferdrinks-bfr-aktualisiert-die-bewertung-gesundheitlicher-risiken-von-pflanzendrinks-anhand-neu-erhobener-daten/
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

Re-assessment of the mutagenic 

potential and derivation of provi-

sional acute and chronic oral ref-

erence values for 2-chloroethanol 
 

On February 27, the German Federal Institute for Risk As-

sessment (BfR) presented a statement on health-based 

reference values for 2-chloroethanol. The German BfR has 

now concluded that relevant genetic damage caused by 2-

chloroethanol is unlikely. Based on new data, the German 

BfR has derived the following provisional reference values: 

 

▪ ARfD (acute reference dose):  0.13 mg/kg body weight 

 

▪ ADI (acceptable daily intake) 0.02 mg/kg body weight 

 

In the EU, maximum residue levels for the sum of ethylene 

oxide and the degradation product 2-chloroethanol in all 

foods are currently set at the limit of determination. In its 

opinion of August 2, 2019 on ethylene oxide, the EFSA con-

cluded that no safe exposure limits or toxicological refer-

ence values can be established. Based on the new find-

ings, it is proposed to initiate a procedure within the EU to 

establish a separate residue definition for ethylene oxide 

and 2-chloroethanol as well as harmonised maximum resi-

due levels for the European market. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/opinions/2-chloroethanol-en/


 

Safefood-Online Newsletter | Issue: February 2026 | 7 

3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Safety 
 

 EU-food safety Campaign "love it, hate it, trust it" 

 

 ECDC/EFSA: The European Union Summary Report on 

Antimicrobial Resistance in zoonotic and indicator 

bacteria from humans, animals and food in 2023–

2024 

 

 EFSA: Literature horizon scan for new scientific data 

on plants, microorganisms and animals, and their 

products obtained by new genomic techniques (Octo-

ber 2025)  

 

 EFSA: Re-evaluation of sucralose (E 955) as a food ad-

ditive and evaluation of a new application on exten-

sion of use of sucralose (E 955) in fine bakery wares 

 

 EFSA: Report for 2024 on the results from the monitor-

ing of residues of veterinary medicinal products in live 

animals and animal products 

 

 FAO/WHO: Call for experts and data on microbiologi-

cal risk assessment on powdered formulae for infants 

and young children 

 EFSA: Update of the statement on safety of canna-

bidiol as a novel food 

 

 Inf'OGM: The deregulation of GMO microorganisms is 

underway 

 

 Danish authorities are trying to find the source of a 

Salmonella outbreak that has sickened 14 people 

 

 Hydrogen water: Is 2026 the breakout year for a new 

functional beverage category? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/campaign-2026/campaign-overview_en
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9887
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9887
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9887
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9887
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9929
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9929
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9929
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9929
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9854
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9854
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9854
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-9913
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-9913
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2026.EN-9913
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/food-safety/jemra/jemra-call-for-experts-and-data-powdered-formulae-feb2026.pdf?sfvrsn=c7549f18_3&ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/food-safety/jemra/jemra-call-for-experts-and-data-powdered-formulae-feb2026.pdf?sfvrsn=c7549f18_3&ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/food-safety/jemra/jemra-call-for-experts-and-data-powdered-formulae-feb2026.pdf?sfvrsn=c7549f18_3&ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9862
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9862
https://infogm.org/en/the-deregulation-of-gmo-microorganisms-is-underway/
https://infogm.org/en/the-deregulation-of-gmo-microorganisms-is-underway/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/02/salmonella-outbreak-sickens-14-in-denmark/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/02/salmonella-outbreak-sickens-14-in-denmark/
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/hydrogen-water-moves-into-mainstream.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/hydrogen-water-moves-into-mainstream.html
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Fraud 
 

 FAO: Food fraud in the fisheries and aquaculture sec-

tor 

 

 Canada: Food Fraud Annual Report 2023 to 2024 

 

 Fish Fraud threatens industry profits and consumer 

safety  

 

 

 

 

 

https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/6647568a-d1f8-4957-bd1d-3df5a28e759e
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/6647568a-d1f8-4957-bd1d-3df5a28e759e
https://inspection.canada.ca/en/about-cfia/science-and-research-cfia/our-research-and-publications/food-fraud-report-2024
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2026/02/20/food-fraud-in-fish-poses-profit-and-consumer-health-risks/?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2026/02/20/food-fraud-in-fish-poses-profit-and-consumer-health-risks/?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
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4. Topic of the month 

 

Cereulide in infant formula 
 

In recent weeks, several manufacturers worldwide have recalled batches of 

infant formula because the toxin cereulide was detected in the products. 

This toxin can be produced by certain strains of Bacillus cereus. Cereulide is 

not inactivated by heating and, when ingested via food, can cause nausea 

and vomiting—hence the name “emetic strains,” i.e., vomiting-inducing. Ac-

cording to current knowledge, the contamination was identified in infant for-

mula to which arachidonic acid had been added, and which is believed to 

originate from a supplier in China. 

 

In this context, the EU-Commission requested urgent scientific advice from 

the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). On February 4, 2026, EFSA pub-

lished a “Rapid risk assessment of the acute reference dose (ARfD) for cereu-

lide in infants and information on the acute consumption of infant formula.” 

 

(The ARfD value indicates the estimated maximum amount of a substance 

that can be ingested with food over the course of one day—either in a single 

meal or across several meals—without a detectable health risk.) 

 

In its risk assessment, the scientists considered vomiting to be the critical 

and adverse effect. This served as the basis for deriving an ARfD, which is 

stated in the opinion as 0,014 µg/kg body weight. For estimating short-term 

(24 h) exposure, EFSA confirmed the following consumption amounts: 

 

▪ Infant formula:   260 ml/kg body weight 

▪ Follow-on formula:  140 ml/kg body weight 

 

EFSA concludes that cereulide concentrations in reconstituted (i.e., liquid) 

form above: 

▪ 0,054 µg/L for infant formula 

▪ 0,1 µg/L for follow-on formula 

▪  

would lead to an exceedance of the ARfD value. 

 

Further information on cereulide can be found here: 

 

▪ EFSA: Rapid risk assessment of the acute reference dose (ARfD) of 

cereulide in infants and information on the acute consumption of in-

fant formula 

▪ EFSA/ECDC: Multi-country foodborne event caused by cereulide in 

infant formula products 

▪ German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR): Following the 

recall of infant formula, the German BfR compiles basic information 

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9941
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9941
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9941
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/joint%20%28EFSA%20and%20ECDC%29%20Rapid%20Outbreak%20Assessment%20on%20the%20multi-country%20food-borne%20incident%20caused%20by%20cereulide%20and%20linked%20to%20infant%20formula%20products.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/joint%20%28EFSA%20and%20ECDC%29%20Rapid%20Outbreak%20Assessment%20on%20the%20multi-country%20food-borne%20incident%20caused%20by%20cereulide%20and%20linked%20to%20infant%20formula%20products.pdf
chatgpt://generic-entity/?number=3
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4. Topic of the month 

Up to November 2025, there were no notifications on cereulide in the EU 

RASFF. The first notification was then published in December 2025. In total, 

there are 21 notifications by the end of February. 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback 
Please forward your sug-

gestions, questions and re-

quests regarding this 

newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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Safefood-Online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen 

 

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696 

E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de 

Internet: www.safefood-online.de 

Personally liable partner:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen  

Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, 

HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a  

sales tax law: DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for 

the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their  

operators are responsible. 

 

General use policies: 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-

online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-

ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a 

website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-

tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance  

of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment  

and food safety.  

 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information 

(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or 

identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary  

to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-

ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-

press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-

sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your 

agreement.  

 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing 

and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.  

The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want 

to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-

online.de  

 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to  

general laws.  

 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-

food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the 

technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent  

its use.  

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our 

safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-

age of external content due to user query is regarded as access 

mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of 

Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-

itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own 

risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

those sites.  

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to 

general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-

taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to  

§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible  

and reasonable. 

 

5. Legal Notices 

The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is 

accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and 

completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-

vided.  

 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-

online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage 

and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.  

http://www.safefood-online.de/

