Safefood-Online

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Dear Safefood-Online users,

We hope you had a peaceful and rest-
ful Christmas holiday season and
have had a good start to the new year.
We wish you good health and every
success for the year ahead.

Safefood-Online registered 6,583 noti-
fications for the year 2025. With this
newsletter, you will receive the corre-
sponding annual evaluation.

Under "Latest news on residues and
contaminants” (point 2), we report on
planned changes to the maximum lev-
els of pesticides, the EFSA's update
of the risk assessment of dioxins, and
new publications around the topic on
“trifluoroacetic acid in cereals”.

News on the topics of food safety and
food fraud can be found under
point 3.

New genomic techniques: Council
agrees negotiating mandate

After the European Council reached a
provisional agreement with the EU-
Parliament on December 4, 2025 on a
set of rules establishing a legal
framework for new genome editing
technologies (NGTs), a majority of EU
Member States approved the provi-
sional trilogue agreement on the de-
regulation of genetically modified
plants at the Committee of Perma-
nent Representatives on 19 Decem-
ber, 2025.

As expected, the reactions of the vari-
ous interest groups are different: the

German Research Foundation, among

others, welcomes the compromise

reached, while the German Federation

of Organic Agriculture, for example,
has expressed its disagreement re-
garding the deregulation.
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We hope that also this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-
esting for you and we are of course
looking forward to your opinion.

Your Safefood-Online Team


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/04/new-genomic-techniques-council-and-parliament-strike-deal-to-boost-the-competitiveness-and-sustainability-of-our-food-systems/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/03/14/new-genomic-techniques-council-agrees-negotiating-mandate/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/03/14/new-genomic-techniques-council-agrees-negotiating-mandate/
https://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press-releases/2025/press-release-no-40
https://www.boelw.de/presse/meldungen/artikel/gentechnik-bio-bleibt-sicher/
https://www.boelw.de/presse/meldungen/artikel/gentechnik-bio-bleibt-sicher/

{Ml Notifications 2025 in Safefood-Online

As of 31 December, Safefood Online recorded a total of

6,583 new notifications for 2025, originating from both the EU Rapid
Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) and the (monthly Food Fraud
Summary Reports (JRC) and the monthly reports on suspected cases
of Agri-Food Fraud (AFF).

The following diagrams show the number of notifications by
origin (RASFF, AFF or JRC) and by type:
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1.1 RASFF-notifications 2025

Compared to 2016 with 2,992 RASFF notifications, the number increased to 5,357 in 2025. This represents an increase of
around 80%:
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1.2 Evaluation RASFF-notifications 2025

As in previous years, most notifications in 2025 (1,078 cases) related to the product category fruit, vegetables and
legumes. The product group nuts, seeds and products thereof ranked second with 657 notifications, followed by the
product category dietary foods, food supplements and fortified foods in third place with 438 notifications.

RASFF-Notifications 2025: Top 10 product categories
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As in 2024, food supplements top the list of products with 353 notifications. In 125 cases, the composition was the rea-
son for the notification, and in 115 cases, it was the use of novel foods not authorised in the EU. Peanuts and dried figs
follow with 176 and 163 notifications:
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When evaluated by hazard category, pesticides rank first with 1,818 cases of maximum levels being exceeded or unau-
thorised pesticides being found. Pathogenic micro-organisms are following in second place with 1,217 cases and myco-

toxins in third place with 830 cases:

RASFF-Notifications 2025: Top 10 hazard categories
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In terms of hazards, salmonella are on top with 769 cases, followed by aflatoxins with 554 cases and chlorpyrifos with

248 cases:

RASFF-Notifications 2025: Top 10 hazards
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acetamiprid

Listeria

ochratoxin A

chlorpyrifos

aflatoxins

Salmonella spp.

105
175
769
0 1700 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900

Notifications

Safefood-Online Newsletter | Issue: December 2025 | 4



Notifications 2025 in Safefood-Online

Around 40% (2,126 notifications) of the 5,357 RASFF notifications concerned products from EU Member States and 59%
from non-EU Member States. For 73 RASFF notifications, the origin was unknown or not specified:

RASFF-Notifications: EU/ NON-EU
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3158; 59%

m Origin EU  m Origin NON-EU  m Origin unknown

As in the previous year, Poland ranks first among EU Member States with 317 notifications. The Netherlands ranks sec-
ond with 315 notifications, followed by France with 260 natifications.

In the ranking of non-EU Member States, Tirkiye is in first place with 481 notifications, followed by China and India with
337 and 286 notifications:
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1.3 Food Fraud Notifications 2025

As of 31 December 2025, Safefood Online
recorded in total 6583 notifications (RASFF, Food Fraud notifications 2025
JRC and AFF), with 2045 notifications relating

to food fraud or food fraud suspicions. The

figure shows food fraud notifications by 1000
source (AFF, JRC or RASFF):
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Most food fraud notifications concerned food supplements (353 notifications), followed by liquor and sesame seeds with
67 and 66 notifications:

Food Fraud notifications 2025: Top 10 products
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In Safefood-Online, the following notifications are included in the "Food Fraud" query:

= Irradiation (e.qg. illegally irradiated food).

= Adulteration/Fraud (e.qg. illegal import, fraudulent use of identity marks or brand names)

= Colours (e.qg. illegal addition or improperly labelled food)

= GMO (e.g. notifications of genetically modified organisms that are not approved in the EU)
= labelling (e.g. incorrect labelling or falsified health certificates)
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= novel food (e.g. use of unauthorized novel foods according to Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 (Novel Food Regulation)
= composition (e.g. addition to the formulation or directly to the food.

The food fraud notifications are divided according to the hazard categories as follows:

Food Fraud Notifications regarding hazard categories
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The following chart shows the eight main reasons why food supplements are reported as food fraud:

Food supplement: Reason Food Fraud

10
® neuartiges Lebensmittel

m gesundheitsbezogene Angaben 13

u E 171 - Titandioxid

14
Vitamin D

Melatonin

17
Yohimbin (Pausinystalia yohimbe)
159
m Vitamin B6

m unauthorised placing on the market

Note: As some notifications have multiple causes or complaints, the total number of ‘hazard categories or hazards’ is

higher than the number of notifications.
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Verordnung (EU) 2025/2473

Regulation (EU) 2025/2473 added Betaba-culovirus
phoperculellae and elemental iron, for which no specific
maximum residue levels had previously been set and for
which the "default value of 0.01 mg/kg" therefore applied,
to Annex IV (list of active substances for which no maxi-
mum residue levels are required) of Regulation (EC) No
396/2005. The active substance rapeseed oil had already
been provisionally included in Annex IV. This restriction
has now been deleted from Annex IV.

The EU specifies five active sub-
stances for which no maximum
residue limits are required

The European Commission has presented a draft regula-
tion to add five substances to the list of pesticides for
which no MRLs are required:

= Allium fistulosum, processed;

= lysate of Willaertia magna;

= magnesium hydroxide E528;

= Onobrychis viciifolia (sainfoin) dried pellets

= Vitis vinifera L. seed extract (grape seed extract)

in or on certain products. For further information, please
refer to the linked text of the regulation.

EFSA: Draft updated risk assess-
ment of dioxins

EFSA has reduced the tolerable weekly intake (TWI) from 2
picograms to 0.6 picograms per kg of body weight in its
updated opinion on dioxins and dioxin-like polychlorinated
biphenyls (dI-PCBs). The opinion was made available for
public consultation on November 27.

On 1 December, the BfR published a communication with
background information on this topic.

Trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) in ce-
real products

Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Europe has conducted a
study on trifluoroacetic acid in cereal products. It reports
that 54 of the 66 products tested were found to have high
levels of TFA: the average TFA content was 78.9 ug/kg,
with peak values of up to 360 ug/kg.

Against this background, the German Federal Institute for
Risk Assessment (BfR) published a statement on Decem-
ber 10, concluding that "a person weighing 60 kilograms
(kg) would have to eat at least eight kg of muesli per day
to exceed the acceptable daily intake (ADI) of TFA of 0.05
mg per kg of body weight, based on the highest level
found.
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/109998/2
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/109998/2
https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/consultations/publicconsultation2/a0lTk000006Nv0X/pc1724
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/dioxins-draft-report-by-the-european-food-safety-authority-now-available/
https://pan-germany.org/download/pan-studie-zu-tfa-gehalten-in-europaeischen-getreideprodukten-engl-fassung/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/assets/01_Veröffentlichungen/Mitteilungen_deutsch/trifluoressigsaeure-tfa-in-getreideprodukten.pdf

S NEWS - link collection

O US: According to the authorities, oysters are responsi-
ble for an outbreak of salmonella infections that has
caused people from the west to the east coast to fall
ill.

O Supermarket food trends: What's driving consumer
purchasing decisions

O EFSA: introduction of bird flu from US dairy cattle to
Europe very unlikely, but vigilance urged

) EFSA: Literature review on antimony concentrations in
foodstuffs and consumer risk assessment

Food Safety

O DG Health and Food Safety: Health and food audits
and analysis programme 2026

O BVL-Report: Zoonosis-Monitoring 2024

O German BfR: Microplastics - Discrepancy between sci-
entific knowledge and public perception

O Ad-hoc-Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation in Risk
Assessment of Food Allergens - reference dose(s) for

cereal containing gluten or gluten

) EFSA: Exposure Assessment in Perfluorooctanesul-
fonic acid (PFOS)

) EU-Commission announces reinforcement of controls
on products imported into the EU

O Update of the EFSA pesticides genotoxicity database

S Major food companies urge EU to ban caged animal
farming

O Food and Feed Safety Simplification Package — De-
cember 2025
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ecaee133-a2d8-489a-bb25-4ee86045d69f_en?filename=hfaa_prog_en_2026.pdff
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ecaee133-a2d8-489a-bb25-4ee86045d69f_en?filename=hfaa_prog_en_2026.pdff
https://www.bvl.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/01_Lebensmittel/04_Zoonosen_Monitoring/Zoonosen_Monitoring_Bericht_2024.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/microplastics-discrepancy-between-scientific-knowledge-and-public-perception/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/notification/microplastics-discrepancy-between-scientific-knowledge-and-public-perception/
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/ad-hoc-joint-fao-who-expert-consultation-on-risk-assessment-of-food-allergens-reference-dose(s)-for-cereals-containing-gluten-or-gluten
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/ad-hoc-joint-fao-who-expert-consultation-on-risk-assessment-of-food-allergens-reference-dose(s)-for-cereals-containing-gluten-or-gluten
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/ad-hoc-joint-fao-who-expert-consultation-on-risk-assessment-of-food-allergens-reference-dose(s)-for-cereals-containing-gluten-or-gluten
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2025.FR-0083?mi=3on2w69&af=R&SeriesKey=29401399&content=articlesChapters&sortBy=Earliest&target=default
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2025.FR-0083?mi=3on2w69&af=R&SeriesKey=29401399&content=articlesChapters&sortBy=Earliest&target=default
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2979
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2979
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.2903/sp.efsa.2025.EN-9847
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/european-companies-urge-cage-ban.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/european-companies-urge-cage-ban.html
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/simplification-legislation_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/simplification-legislation_en
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/12/oysters-are-likely-source-of-salmonella-outbreak/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/12/oysters-are-likely-source-of-salmonella-outbreak/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/12/oysters-are-likely-source-of-salmonella-outbreak/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/12/oysters-are-likely-source-of-salmonella-outbreak/
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/supermarket-food-trends-consumer-buying-drivers.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/supermarket-food-trends-consumer-buying-drivers.html
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/de/news/efsa-introduction-bird-flu-us-dairy-cattle-europe-very-unlikely-vigilance-urged
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/de/news/efsa-introduction-bird-flu-us-dairy-cattle-europe-very-unlikely-vigilance-urged
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2025.FR-0089?mi=3on2w69&af=R&SeriesKey=29401399&content=articlesChapters&sortBy=Earliest&target=default
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2025.FR-0089?mi=3on2w69&af=R&SeriesKey=29401399&content=articlesChapters&sortBy=Earliest&target=default

S NEWS - link collection

O Portugal: Warning over 'fake' olive oil as 2,425 litres
seized

O Auramine in Indian food: why a banned dye keeps re-
turning

Food Fraud

O ltaly: Oil without indication of origin, massive seizure
of 3,6 tons

&) The authorities in Ukraine have exposed an organised
crime ring involved in the production of counterfeit
food products mimicking well-known brands

G

Huge food fraud detected in Palma and 20 tons of
seafood in bad condition removed

O Canada: The agency’s food fraud report found that 24

per cent of olive oil and 45 per cent of grated hard
cheese was fraudulent
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https://olivonews.it/en/Oil-without-indication-of-origin%3A-36-tons-seized/
https://olivonews.it/en/Oil-without-indication-of-origin%3A-36-tons-seized/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/fake-food-discovered-in-ukrainian-crackdown/s104/a17314/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/fake-food-discovered-in-ukrainian-crackdown/s104/a17314/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/fake-food-discovered-in-ukrainian-crackdown/s104/a17314/
https://lavozdeibiza.com/en/baleares-en/huge-food-fraud-detected-in-palma-and-20-tons-of-seafood-in-bad-condition-removed/
https://lavozdeibiza.com/en/baleares-en/huge-food-fraud-detected-in-palma-and-20-tons-of-seafood-in-bad-condition-removed/
https://www.producer.com/news/cfia-shines-spotlight-on-olive-oil-fraud/
https://www.producer.com/news/cfia-shines-spotlight-on-olive-oil-fraud/
https://www.producer.com/news/cfia-shines-spotlight-on-olive-oil-fraud/
https://www.foodbible.com/news/fake-olive-oil-warning-2425-litres-seized-897758-20251216
https://www.foodbible.com/news/fake-olive-oil-warning-2425-litres-seized-897758-20251216
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/auramine-in-indian-food-why-a-banned-dye-keeps-returning-explained/article70313811.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/auramine-in-indian-food-why-a-banned-dye-keeps-returning-explained/article70313811.ece

Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
operators are responsible.

General use policies:

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-
ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a
website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-
tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

2. As aprovider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-
ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-
press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-
sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

4. Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-
food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the
technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-
age of external content due to user query is regarded as access
mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of
Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-
itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own
risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of
those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-
taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-
vided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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