
Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

There were 403 new RASFF notifica-

tions in August. The evaluations can 

be found under point 1. 

 

"Latest news on residues and con-

taminants" (point 2 are informing on 

new maximum levels for acetamiprid. 

The European Food Safety Authority 

(EFSA) has published a report on lead 

intake from food.  

There are also new developments re-

garding titanium dioxide. 

 

News on food safety and food fraud 

can be found again under point 3. 

 

Topic of the month (point 4) are the 

results and conclusions from the 

nemo study on eating behaviour com-

missioned by the Max Rubner-Insti-

tute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy drinks: 

The EDKAR study (Energy Drinks and 

Cardiological Risk) investigated the 

consequences of high consumption 

of energy drinks over a longer period 

of time. Data from 97 young people 

with high consumption of energy 

drinks was compared with a control  

group of 160 young people who did 

not drink energy drinks. No differ-

ences in heart health were found.  

However, the study also showed that 

young people who consume large 

amounts of energy drinks smoke 

more often, drink more alcohol and 

sleep less. These factors can endan-

ger heart health in the long term. 

The full study can be found here.  

 

In this context, it is interesting to note 

that there are efforts in the United 

Kingdom to ban the sale of energy 

drinks with a caffeine content of more 

than 150 mg/l. 

 

 

 

We hope that also this issue of the 

Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-

esting for you and we are of course 

looking forward to your feedback. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

NEWS 
LETTER 

Issue | August 2025 

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10654-025-01292-z
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b56ee1d723ba6f74dba85f/banning-the-sale-of-high-caffeine-energy-drinks-to-children-impact-assessment.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b56ee1d723ba6f74dba85f/banning-the-sale-of-high-caffeine-energy-drinks-to-children-impact-assessment.pdf
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1. RASFF-Notifications in Safefood-Online: August 2025 

Compared to July, the number of new RASFF notifications decreased:  

 

▪ August 2025: 403 

▪ July 2025:  485 

▪ June 2025:  431 

 

The RASFF-notifications are divided as follows: 

 

▪ Alert notifications: 116 

▪ Border rejections: 112 

▪ Information messages: 175 

 

The product category fruit, vegetables and legumes ranks first in the evaluation by product category with 76 notifications. 

In second place is the product category nuts, seeds and products thereof with 47 notifications. The product categories 

dietary foods, food supplements and fortified foods, as well as poultry meat and poultry meat products, are in third and 

fourth place, each with 30 notifications: 

 

 

 

 

In the evaluation by product, food supplements are in first place with 24 notifcations, followed by pistachios and peanuts 

with 16 and 12 notifications:  
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1. RASFF-Notifications in Safefood-Online: August 2025 

 

 

In the evaluation by hazard category, pesticides ranked first in August with 126 cases of maximum residue levels being 

exceeded or unauthorised pesticides being found. In one notification concerning grape leaves in brine from Türkiye, there 

were 16 cases of maximum residue levels being exceeded or unauthorised pesticides being found. Pathogenic micro-

organism and mycotoxins are following in second and third place with 100 and 51 notifications: 
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1. RASFF-Notifications in Safefood-Online: August 2025 

In terms of hazards, salmonella ranks first with 58 notifications, followed by aflatoxins with 33 notifcations and Listeria 

monocytogenes with 17 notifications: 

 

 

 

Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products: 

 

 

China is in first place with 33 notifications, followed by France and the Netherlands, each with 25 notifications.  
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

Regulation (EU) 2025/1212  
 

Regulation 2025/1212 of June 24, 2025 raised the maxi-

mum residue levels for: 

 

▪ Acetamiprid 

 

on plums, linseeds, poppy seeds, mustard seeds, gold of 

pleasure seeds, soybeans and honey. The maximum resi-

due levels had previously been at the limit of determina-

tion. 

 

In January 2025, Regulation 2025/158 lowered the maxi-

mum level of acetamiprid for a large number of foods (see 

also the Safefood Online Newsletter February 2025).  

 

 

EFSA scientific report on dietary 
exposure to lead in the European 
population 
 

The EFSA has evaluated the lead exposure of the Euro-

pean population at the request of the European Commis-

sion, taking into account the presence of lead in food and 

drinking water. 

 

In this report, a total of 288,239 analytical results on lead 

were considered for the exposure assessment, including 

9,922 samples of drinking water and 278,317 from various 

food items. The samples were collected across Europe  

between 2013 and 2023. Consumption data from 23 differ-

ent European countries and a total of 55 different dietary 

surveys were used to estimate chronic dietary lead expo-

sure. 

 

The highest average lead concentrations were found in 

"meat and meat products," which is attributed to several 

very high lead concentrations in game meat. The highest 

concentrations were measured in wild boar meat (3.7 

g/kg) and in air-dried raw sausages (0.36 g/kg). High aver-

age lead concentrations were also found in dietary supple-

ments and spices. 

 

The trend analysis, covering data from 2004 to 2022, 

showed a slight decrease in lead occurrence in most food 

categories. The largest decline was observed in "products 

for special dietary purposes, food imitates, and dietary 

supplements" as well as in "spices, sauces, and condi-

ments." However, an increase in lead occurrence was 

noted in "legumes, nuts, oilseeds, and spices," "vegetables 

and vegetable products," and "coffee, cocoa, tea, and infu-

sions." 

 

 

EU Court of Justice upholds annul-
ment of titanium dioxide carcino-
gen classification 
 

In its judgment of August 1, 2025, the European Court of 

Justice upheld the European Court's decision that the clas-

sification of titanium dioxide as a probable carcinogen 

when inhaled was invalid due to methodological errors on 

the part of the EU Commission. 

 

The judgment of the 5th Chamber of the European Court of 

Justice of August 1, 2025 can be found here. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202501212&qid=1757863280675
https://safefood-online.com/downloads/redir?id=154
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9577
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:62023CJ0071
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Safety 
 

 USA: Assisted by sniffer dogs and DNA sequencing, 

researchers discover three new truffle species 

 

 The coca market is in chaos and producers around the 

world are scrambling to adapt 

 

 Scientists warn of Dutch Salmonella increase 

 

 Canada: Outbreak traced to pistachios sickens dozens 

 

 Researchers have described a confirmed case of in-

fant botulism linked to peanut butter that occurred in 

the United Kingdom in May 2024 

 

 EFSA: Re-evaluation of oxygen (E 948) and hydrogen 

(E 949) as food additives 

 

 German BfR: STEC /EHEC infections from food: recog-

nising and preventing risks 

 

 German BfR: Selenium: levels in plant-based foods 

vary from region to region 

 

 Food Anaphylaxis: Eight Food Allergens Without Man-

datory Labelling Highlighted by the French Allergy-Vigi-

lance Network 

 

 Epidemiological and genomic characterization of a 

rare foodborne outbreak caused by Bacillus paranthra-

cis in Huzhou, China, 2024 

 

 US: The CDC (Centers for Disease aControl and Pre-

vention) has officially confirmed that is no longer 

tracking six of eight pathogens that cause foodborne 

illnesses 

 

 Annual Report on Zoonoses in Denmark 2024 

 

 Chlorinated paraffins in food contact materials made 

of rubber from the German market 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://phys.org/news/2025-08-sniffer-dogs-dna-sequencing-truffle.html
https://phys.org/news/2025-08-sniffer-dogs-dna-sequencing-truffle.html
https://www.bakeryandsnacks.com/Article/2025/08/05/cocoa-crisis-spurs-clean-label-rethink-in-chocolate/?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.bakeryandsnacks.com/Article/2025/08/05/cocoa-crisis-spurs-clean-label-rethink-in-chocolate/?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/scientists-warn-of-dutch-salmonella-increase/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/outbreak-traced-to-pistachios-sickens-dozens/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/uk-infant-botulism-case-traced-to-peanut-butter/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/uk-infant-botulism-case-traced-to-peanut-butter/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/uk-infant-botulism-case-traced-to-peanut-butter/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9595
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9595
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/service/frequently-asked-questions/topic/stec-ehec-infections-from-food-recognising-and-preventing-risks/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/service/frequently-asked-questions/topic/stec-ehec-infections-from-food-recognising-and-preventing-risks/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/service/frequently-asked-questions/topic/selenium-levels-in-plant-based-foods-vary-from-region-to-region/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/service/frequently-asked-questions/topic/selenium-levels-in-plant-based-foods-vary-from-region-to-region/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/cea.70130
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/cea.70130
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/cea.70130
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0168160525002107?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0168160525002107?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0168160525002107?via%3Dihub
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/cdc-confirms-cuts-to-program-that-tracks-foodborne-pathogens/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/cdc-confirms-cuts-to-program-that-tracks-foodborne-pathogens/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/cdc-confirms-cuts-to-program-that-tracks-foodborne-pathogens/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/cdc-confirms-cuts-to-program-that-tracks-foodborne-pathogens/
https://www.food.dtu.dk/-/media/institutter/foedevareinstituttet/publikationer/pub-2025/annual_report-on-zoonoses/annual_report-on-zoonoses-in-denmark-2024.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2405665023000537
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2405665023000537
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Fraud 
 

 United Kingdom: An FSA National Food Crime Unit 

(NFCU) operation investigating the distribution and 

sale of basmati rice in counterfeit packaging has re-

sulted in the arrest of four people. 

 

 Agri Food-Fraud Suspicions, June 2025 

 

 Agri Food-Fraud Suspicions, July 2025 

 

 Authorities in Spain and Portugal have dismantled a 

lucrative cross-border operation smuggling contami-

nated clams into the food chain. In a Europol-backed 

sting, 11 suspects were arrested, and seven tonnes of 

shellfish seized 

 

 Seafood Origin and Authenticity using Nuclear and Re-

lated Technologies 

 

 Spanish and Portuguese authorities have taken action 

to stop the introduction of potentially contaminated 

clams to the food service industry 

 

 Four men in the UK have been sentenced for diverting 

meat that was not fit for human consumption back 

into the human food chain, after pleading guilty to the 

charges earlier this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts/news/four-arrested-as-part-of-fsa-food-crime-investigation
https://www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts/news/four-arrested-as-part-of-fsa-food-crime-investigation
https://www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts/news/four-arrested-as-part-of-fsa-food-crime-investigation
https://www.food.gov.uk/news-alerts/news/four-arrested-as-part-of-fsa-food-crime-investigation
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/966e1030-05d0-4398-9aa3-48b8282e4107_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202506.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/75126209-3845-4fc1-8fdb-1b4f5818e6ce_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202507.pdf
https://inspain.news/seven-tonnes-of-toxic-clams-seized-in-spain-portugal-crackdown/
https://inspain.news/seven-tonnes-of-toxic-clams-seized-in-spain-portugal-crackdown/
https://inspain.news/seven-tonnes-of-toxic-clams-seized-in-spain-portugal-crackdown/
https://inspain.news/seven-tonnes-of-toxic-clams-seized-in-spain-portugal-crackdown/
https://inspain.news/seven-tonnes-of-toxic-clams-seized-in-spain-portugal-crackdown/
https://www.iaea.org/projects/crp/d52046
https://www.iaea.org/projects/crp/d52046
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/portugal-involved-in-seizure-of-clams-other-operations/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/portugal-involved-in-seizure-of-clams-other-operations/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2025/08/portugal-involved-in-seizure-of-clams-other-operations/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-men-get-prison-time-for-food-fraud/s104/a17147/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-men-get-prison-time-for-food-fraud/s104/a17147/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-men-get-prison-time-for-food-fraud/s104/a17147/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-men-get-prison-time-for-food-fraud/s104/a17147/
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4. Topic of the month 

 

Online survey on the eating behaviour of the adult population in  
Germany 
 

A market research company (GIM, Gesellschaft für innovative 

Marktforschung) conducted a representative online survey of around 3,100 

adults aged between 18 and 80 on behalf of the Max Rubner Institute in Ger-

many.  Almost half of those surveyed reported eating a healthy or relatively 

healthy diet. In contrast, the consumption levels of individual product groups 

did not necessarily correspond to the recommendations of the German Nutri-

tion Society (DGE). 

 

 

according to the nemo-study – Max Rubner-Institute 

Around 4 per cent of respondents stated that they follow a vegetarian diet, 

1 per cent stated that they follow a vegan diet. 

 

 

according to the nemo-study – Max Rubner-Institute 

 

 
 

Not very healthy 11%

Not healthy at all 1%

Very healthy 4%

Rather healthy 44%

Neither healthy nor 
unhealthy 40%

Personal dietary  behaviour

Mixed diet 65%

Vegan 1%

Vegetarian 4%

Pescetarian 2%

Flexitarian 28%

Dietary pattern

Feedback 
Please forward your sug-

gestions, questions and re-

quests regarding this 

newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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 Imprint 

 

 

 

 

Safefood-Online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen 

 

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696 

E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de 

Internet: www.safefood-online.de 

Personally liable partner:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen  

Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, 

HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a  

sales tax law: DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for 

the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their op-

erators are responsible. 

 

General use policies: 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-

online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-

ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a 

website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-

tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance  

of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment  

and food safety.  

 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information 

(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or 

identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary  

to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-

ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-

press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-

sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your 

agreement.  

 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing 

and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.  

The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want 

to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-

online.com  

 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to  

general laws.  

 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-

food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the 

technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent  

its use.  

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our 

safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-

age of external content due to user query is regarded as access 

mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of 

Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-

itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own 

risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

those sites.  

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to 

general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-

taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to  

§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible  

and reasonable. 

 

5. Legal Notices 

The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is 

accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and 

completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-

vided.  

 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-

online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage 

and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.  

http://www.safefood-online.de/

