Safefood-Online

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Dear Safefood-Online users,

With 531notifications in October, the
number of new RASFF notifications
was significantly higher than in Sep-
tember. You can find the evaluations
as usual under point 1.

In the Office Journal of the European
Union 6 regulations with new or
amended maximum levels of pesti-
cides were published. We also pro-
vide information on 2 draft regula-
tions on changes to maximum levels
of pesticide residues (point 2.

News on the topics of food safety and
food fraud can be found under points
3 and 4.

Since January 2024, the EU Commis-
sion is publishing the monthly Agri-
Food Fraud Report on suspected
fraud cases (see also the Safefood-
Online Newsletter January 2024). The
Agri-Food Fraud Network (FFN) is part
of the Alert and Cooperation Network
(ACN).

Food Fraud Notifications (FFN) are
published if there is a suspicion re-
garding fraud. From January 2024 to
September 2024, 843 suspected
cases were reported:
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Further information on this topic can
be found at “The Alert and Coopera-
tion Network” of the EU Commission.

The Agri-Food Fraud notifications are
also included in Safefood-Online.
From now on, in all queries the Agri-
Food Fraud notifications are taken
into account. A selective query for
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Agri-Food Fraud notifications can be
carried out in the search query of
Safefood-Online with the term:

Search (AND)
aff_2024_

We hope that also this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-
esting for you and we are of course
looking forward to your opinion.

Your Safefood-Online Team


https://www.safefood-online.de/en/download.php?id=128
https://www.safefood-online.de/en/download.php?id=128
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn_en

1.

Notifications in Safefood-Online: October 2024

Compared to September, the number of new RASFF
notifications in Safefood-Online increased significantly:

= October 2024: 531
= September 2024: 338
= August 2024: 331

The notifications from October 2024 are divided as follows:

= Alert notifications: 133
= Border rejections: 163
= Information messages: 235

With 109 notifications in October, the number of new RASFF notifications in the product category fruit, vegetables and
pulses has more than doubled compared to September. As a result, this product category is once again in first place.
Dried figs from Turkey accounted for 35 notifications. This was due to findings of mycotoxins (aflatoxins and ochratoxin
A). The product category nuts, seed and products thereof is following in second place with 51 notifications. Poultry
meat/ poultry meat products and cereals/ bakery products are following, each with 43 notifications:

RASFF-Notifications October 2024: Top 10 product categories
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1.

Notifications in Safefood-Online: October 2024

In the evaluation by product, food supplements and dried figs are in first and second place with 36 and 35 notifications,
followed by beet pulp (animal feed) with 16 notifications. In all cases, these were border rejections of products from Rus-

sia when imported to Latvia:

RASFF-Notifications October 2024: Top 10 products
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In the evaluation by hazard category, pathogenic micro-organisms were in first place with 140 notifications, followed by
pesticides with 86 notifications (including 28 notifications due to chlorpyrifos findings). Mycotoxins are in third place

with 76 notifications:

RASFF-Notifications October 2024: Top 10 hazard categories
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(M Notifications in Safefood-Online: October 2024

In terms of hazards, salmonella are in first place with 83 natifications, followed by aflatoxins with 54 notifications and
chlorpyrifos with 28 notifications:

RASFF-Notifications October 2024: Top 10 hazards
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Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products:

RASFF-Notifications October 2024: Top 10 countries of origin
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Tirkiye is in first place with 66 notifications, followed by Poland and China with 39 and 34 notifications.
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2.

Update on pesticides and contaminants

Regulation (EU) 2024/2633

Regulation (EU) 2024/2633 of October 8, 2024 amended
Annex Il of Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to the
maximum levels of:

= zoxystrobin

= Famoxadone

= Flutriafol

= Mandipropamid

= Mefentrifluconazole

In or on certain foods. For more information on the new
maximum levels, please refer to the linked regulation text.

Regulation (EU) 2024/2619

Regulation 2024/2619 of October 8, 2024 amended An-
nexes Il and Ill of Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to
the maximum levels of:

= Fosetyl,
= Potassium phosphonates
= Disodium phosphonate

in or on certain foods. For further information, please refer
to the linked regulation text.

Regulation (EU) 2024/2612

Regulation (EU) 2024/2612 of October 08, 2024 amended
Annex Il of Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to the
maximum levels of:

= Chitosan

= Clopyralid,

= Difenoconazole

= Residues from fat distillation

=  Flonicamid

= Hydrolyzed proteins

= Lavandulyl senecioate

in or on certain products .For more information on the new
maximum levels, please refer to the linked regulation text.

Regulation (EU) 2024/2640

Regulation (EU) 2640 amended Annex Il to Regulation (EC)
396/2005 with regard to the maximum levels of:

= 1,4-Dimethylnaphthalene
= Difluoroacetic acid (DFA),
= Flluopyram

= Flupyradifuron

amended or corrected. For further information, please re-
fer to the linked regulation text.

Regulation (EU) 2024/2609

Regulation (EU) 2024/2609 of October 07, 2024 amends
Annex Il to Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to the
maximum levels of:

= Napropamid,
= Pyridaben
= Tebufenpyrad

in or on certain products. For further information, please
refer to the linked regulation text.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202402633&qid=1730890696072
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202402619&qid=1730890256206
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202402612&qid=1730890317648
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202402640&qid=1730890367724
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202402609&qid=1730890426148

yAll Update on pesticides and contaminants

Regulation (EU) 2024/2711

Regulation (EU) 2024/2711 amended Annexes Il and V to
Regulation (EC) 396/2005 with regard to the maximum
residue levels of:

= Thiacloprid

in or on certain products. For further information, please
refer to the linked text of the regulation.

EU Commission draft regulations
on maximum residue levels for be-
nomyl, carbendazim, thiophanate-
methyl, cyproconazole and spi-
rodiclofen

The EU Parliament has rejected two draft regulations from
the Commission and is calling for a reduction in the maxi-
mum residue levels for:

¥ Benomyl

K Carbendazim

¥ Thiophanate-methyl

¥ Cyproconazole

K Spirodiclofen

K

in all foods to the limit of determination (LOD).

Below are the LINKS to the rejected draft regulations:
Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes I, lll and
V to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council as regards maximum residue lev-
els for benomyl, carbendazim and thiophanate-methyl in
or on certain products

Draft Commission Regulation amending Annexes Il and llI
to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council as regards maximum residue lev-
els for cyproconazole and spirodiclofen in or on certain
products
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202402711
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_13743_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_13743_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_13743_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_13743_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_13743_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2023/SPS/EEC/23_13743_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00716_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00716_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00716_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00716_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/EEC/24_00716_00_e.pdf

M NEWS - link collection

) Researchers plant "NGT" vines in Europe

O GeneBEcon: Science Policy Symposium: EU research
project GeneBEcon confirms consumer openness to
NGT products and the need for a proportionate legal
framework

O EFSA: Re-evaluation of argon (E 938) and helium (E
939) as food additives

Food Safety

® Switzerland: Outbreak of Listeriosis likely associated
with baker’s yeast products, 2022-2024

) US: Alfalfa and alfalfa onion sprouts recalled after
testing finds Listeria

O FAO: Food Safety Foresight Technical Meeting Report,
13-17 November 2023

O Alternative protein sources in the European diets - in-
tegrating health risk-benefit and sustainability

O Impact of mercury released from permafrost on food
safety in Switzerland

O German BfR: Even small amounts of highly concen-
trated caffeine powder can cause severe poisoning

® More people have fallen sick in one of the Nether-
lands’ largest Salmonella outbreaks ever recorded

O EFSA: Re-evaluation of silicon dioxide (E 551) as a
food additive in foods for infants below 16 weeks of
age and follow-up of its re-evaluation as a food addi-
tive for uses in foods for all population groups
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https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/30/11/24-0764_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/30/11/24-0764_article
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/10/alfalfa-and-alfalfa-onion-sprouts-recalled-after-testing-finds-listeria/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/10/alfalfa-and-alfalfa-onion-sprouts-recalled-after-testing-finds-listeria/
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/8b2b3bc6-0c15-4ff5-84f1-59f4a9aee360
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/8b2b3bc6-0c15-4ff5-84f1-59f4a9aee360
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-9062
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-9062
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2024.FR-0045?mi=3on2w69&af=R&SeriesKey=29401399&content=articlesChapters&sortBy=Earliest&target=default
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/fr.efsa.2024.FR-0045?mi=3on2w69&af=R&SeriesKey=29401399&content=articlesChapters&sortBy=Earliest&target=default
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/even-small-amounts-of-highly-concentrated-caffeine-powder-can-cause-severe-poisoning.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/even-small-amounts-of-highly-concentrated-caffeine-powder-can-cause-severe-poisoning.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/10/dutch-salmonella-egg-outbreak-over-after-170-sickened/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/10/dutch-salmonella-egg-outbreak-over-after-170-sickened/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8880
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8880
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8880
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8880
https://magazine.wein.plus/news/researchers-plant-ngt-vines-in-europe-field-trial-by-the-university-of-verona-with-chardonnay
https://genebecon.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Press-Release-GeneBEcon-Science-Policy-Symposium-Berlin_en.pdf
https://genebecon.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Press-Release-GeneBEcon-Science-Policy-Symposium-Berlin_en.pdf
https://genebecon.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Press-Release-GeneBEcon-Science-Policy-Symposium-Berlin_en.pdf
https://genebecon.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Press-Release-GeneBEcon-Science-Policy-Symposium-Berlin_en.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9048
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9048

3.

NEWS - link collection

Food Fraud

O

O

Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA): A
Sticky Situation - Fraudulent Honey in the EU

Working To Overcome Fraud in The Edible Oils Seg-
ment

A major food scandal has bubbled up in Tiirkiye after
the government revealed that pork and horsemeat had
been found in products labelled as containing beef
and chicken, along with other issues

Al used to enhance milk safety testing and detect food
fraud

O

EUR 91 million worth of counterfeit and substandard
food seized in Europe-wide operation

Visible feature engineering to detect fraud in black and
red peppers

Visible feature engineering to detect fraud in black and
red peppers

EU Agri-Food Fraud Suspicions: Report September
2024

The Belgian food agency has found problems with
food labels in more than half of inspections during an

operation across the country
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https://www.iiea.com/publications/a-sticky-situation-fraudulent-honey-in-the-eu
https://www.iiea.com/publications/a-sticky-situation-fraudulent-honey-in-the-eu
https://storebrands.com/working-overcome-fraud-edible-oils-segment
https://storebrands.com/working-overcome-fraud-edible-oils-segment
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/adulterated-food-products-cause-a-scandal-in-t%C3%BCrkiye/s104/a16539/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/adulterated-food-products-cause-a-scandal-in-t%C3%BCrkiye/s104/a16539/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/adulterated-food-products-cause-a-scandal-in-t%C3%BCrkiye/s104/a16539/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/adulterated-food-products-cause-a-scandal-in-t%C3%BCrkiye/s104/a16539/
https://www.foodprocessing.com.au/content/processing/article/ai-used-to-enhance-milk-safety-testing-and-detect-food-fraud-177724111
https://www.foodprocessing.com.au/content/processing/article/ai-used-to-enhance-milk-safety-testing-and-detect-food-fraud-177724111
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/eur-91-million-worth-of-counterfeit-and-substandard-food-seized-in-europe-wide-operation
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/eur-91-million-worth-of-counterfeit-and-substandard-food-seized-in-europe-wide-operation
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-024-76617-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-024-76617-1
https://www.cfpublic.org/2024-10-25/lead-in-cinnamon-where-do-things-stand-1-year-after-a-scary-recall
https://www.cfpublic.org/2024-10-25/lead-in-cinnamon-where-do-things-stand-1-year-after-a-scary-recall
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/f3cdd149-9f5e-4490-8e75-ac3e98a9ffa7_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202409.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/f3cdd149-9f5e-4490-8e75-ac3e98a9ffa7_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202409.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/10/belgian-control-finds-labeling-violations/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/10/belgian-control-finds-labeling-violations/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/10/belgian-control-finds-labeling-violations/

Topic of the month

Alert and Cooperation Network (ACN): Annual Report 2023

The Annual Report 2023 of the Alert and Cooperation Network (ACN) con-
tains a summary and evaluation of the information exchanged within the EU
member states via the iRASFF. This includes the:

= RASFF (Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed)

= AAC (Administrative Assistance and Cooperation Network)
= FFN (Agri-Food Fraud Network)

= PHN (Plant Health Network); since 2023

The Plant Health Network (PHN), established in May 2022, was created to im-
prove communication and cooperation between the plant health authorities
of the EU Member States.

Below is a summary of the ACN activities in 2023 (source: European Com-
mission):

Alert and Cooperation Network Overview 2023

RASFF notifications AAC notifications
4695 3166

Number of AAC notifications by non-compliance type

Agri-FF notifications PH notifications
758 128

Top 10 ACN notifying countries Number of Agri-FF notifications by Fraud category

Non-compliance type Notifications
v

Non-compliant composition 1148 Grey market

Faulty labelling or claims 1010
Lacking or improper documentation or controls 411 727 e Document forgery
Faulty processing or storage conditions 238 567 553 Rt (et T T

Other 518 ¢
Foreign bodies / physical danger Misdescription/ mislabeling/ misbranding - 82
Counterfeit . 27

1764
907

387 266

SIS
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Accidental or environmental contamination
Fraud investigation
Foodborne outbreak investigation

) &

S —

RASFF notifications by classification Top 10 recurrent RASFF notifications by hazard, product category and origin

Information for
attention

Border rejection

Information for
follow-up

Hazard

Pesticide residues
Salmonella
Migration
Aflatoxins
Pesticide residues
Pesticide residues
Pesticide residues
Salmonella

Vibrio spp.
Pesticide residues

Product category

Fruits and vegetables

Poultry and poultry products

Food contact materials

Nuts, nut products and seeds
Fruits and vegetables

Herbs and spices

Cereals and bakery products

Nuts, nut products and seeds

Crustaceans and crustacean products

Cereals and bakery products

Origin Notifications
v

Tarkiye 168
Poland

China

United States

Egypt

India

India

Nigeria

Ecuador

Pakistan

Further information on how the ACN works and on the individual networks
can be found on the EU Commission's website under “The Alert and Coopera-
tion Network” and in the topic of the month (ACN Annual Report 2022) of the
Safefood Online Newsletter August 2023.

Feedbac

Please forward your sug-
gestions, questions and re-
quests regarding this
newsletter directly to:
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/911d49f2-b3ef-4752-8ea3-5f20dbbe9945_en?filename=acn_annual-report_2023.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn_en#related-links
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn_en#related-links
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/acn_en
https://www.safefood-online.de/en/download.php?id=118
https://www.safefood-online.de/en/download.php?id=118
mailto:info@safefood-online.de

Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Safefood-Online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
oper-ators are responsible.

General use policies:

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-
ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a
website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-
tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

2. As aprovider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-
ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-
press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-
sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

4. Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Mdiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-
food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the
technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-
age of external content due to user query is regarded as access
mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of
Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-
itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own
risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of
those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to gen-
eral laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while maintaining
the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-
vided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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