Safefood-Online

Identify risks and increase opportunities

Dear Safefood-Online users,

Safefood-Online registered 331 new
notifications in August. You can find
the evaluations under point 1.

Under point 2 “News on pesticides
and contaminants”, we would like to
inform you about a regulation with
new or amended maximum levels for
pesticides.

News on the topics of food safety and
food fraud can be found under points
3and 4.

The International Network of Food
Safety Authorities of the FAO/ WHO
(INFOSAN) has the function of facili-
tating the rapid worldwide exchange
of information. For further infor-
mation on INFOSAN, please also see
the Safefood-Online Newsletter
10/2022.

In the 4th quarter of 2023, the INFO-
SAN Secretariat was involved in 51 in-
cidents relating to food safety. These
were in particular:

Listeria monocytogenes 13 cases
Salmonella ssp. 10 cases
E. coli 3 cases
Bacillus cereus 2 cases
Cronobacter sakazakii 2 cases

The most affected food categories in
Q4 2023 were milk and dairy products
(8 cases) snacks, desserts and other
foods (7 cases), fruit and fruit prod-
ucts (6 cases), fish and other seafood
(5 cases), vegetables and plant prod-
ucts (5 cases).

Further information on INFOSAN can
also be found in the Activity Report
2020 to 2021, which was published in
2023.

We hope that also this issue of the
Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-
esting for you and we are of course
looking forward to your opinion.

Your Safefood-Online Team
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https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/eb9b2b6b-5f88-47a1-8a14-85ce4302d7d5/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/eb9b2b6b-5f88-47a1-8a14-85ce4302d7d5/content

(M Notifications in Safefood-Online: August 2024

Compared to July, the number of new notifications on Safefood-Online
has decreased significantly:

= August 2024: 331
= July 2024: 449
= June 2024: 429

The notifications from August 2024 are divided as follows:

= Alert notifications: 84
= Border rejections: 90
= Information messages: 157
Note:

Only the RASFF natifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from the EU Monthly Food Fraud Sum-
mary Report are not published until the middle of the following month.

In August, the product category fruit, vegetables and pulses was again in first place with 48 notifications. 26 notifications
were due to pesticide residues. The product category nuts, nut products and seeds followed in second place with 42 noti-

fications, including 25 notifications due to mycotoxins and 8 notifications due to pathogenic micro-organisms. The prod-
uct category dietary foods, food supplements and fortified foods is in third place with 29 notifications:

Notifications August 2024: Top 10 product categories
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Notifications in Safefood-Online: August 2024

In August, food supplements and peanuts were again in first and second place in the evaluation by products with 19 and
18 notifications, followed by sausages in third place with 8 notifications:

Notifications August 2024: Top 10 products
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In August, analyzed by hazard category, pathogenic micro-organisms ranked first with 65 notifications, followed by pesti-
cides with 59 notifications (including 25 notifications due to chlorpyrifos findings). Mycotoxins are in third place with 36
notifications:

Notifications August 2024: Top 10 hazard categories
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Notifications in Safefood-Online: August 2024

According to hazards, Salmonella are in first place with 39 notifications, followed by aflatoxins with 30 notifications (in-
cluding 24 notifications in the product category nuts, nut products and seeds with 16 notifications for peanuts and 4 noti-
fications for pistachios). Chlorpyrifos is in third place with 25 notifications. With 20 notifications, most cases were in the

product group herbs and spices:

Notifications August 2024: Top 10 hazards

pyrrolizidine alkaloids
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ochratoxin A
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poor temperature control
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Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products:

Notifications August 2024: Top 10 countries of origin

Germany

United Kingdom
Spain
Netherlands
France

Tirkiye

United States
India

China

Poland

Poland is in first place with 29 notifications, followed by China and India with 24 and 22 notifications.
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yAll Update on pesticides and contaminants

Regulation (EU) 2024/376

Regulation (EU) 2024/376 of January 24, 2024 amended
Annex Il to Regulation (EC) 396/2005 on maximum residue
levels for:

= indoxacarb
in or on certain products. The new provisions of this regu-
lation apply from August 14, 2024.

For further information, please refer to the linked text of
the regulation.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202400376&qid=1725436662026

NEWS - link collection

O German BfR: The consumption of wild boar liver con-
tributes to a high intake of PFAS

O German BfR: Gilding instead of charring: questions
and answers about acrylamide in food

) First market approval for NGT/"new GM" plants in the
EU

&) EFSA: Assessment of genetically modified maize
DP915635 for food and feed uses, under regulation
(EC) No 1829/200

Food Safety

O UK food standards agencies (FSA) call for ban on
bamboo-based plastic F&B packaging

) Sweden: Rise in Campylobacter cases is prompting
warning

) US: More cinnamon recalled over elevated lead levels

) US: A multi-year heavy metal analysis of 72 dark choc-
olate and cocoa products in the USA

O EFSA: Scientific opinion on the tolerable upper intake
level for vitamin E

) US: new tests by Consumer Reports have found that
the chemical perchlorate—which is used in rocket fuel,
missiles, explosives, airbags, and certain types of plas-
tic—is in a wide variety of fast foods and grocery items

O EFSA Technical report: Emerging chemical risks in
food and feed

) France: More than 70 people have fallen sick in a Sal-
monella outbreak linked to cheese.

O German BfR: Salmonella control programme - results
for 2023: stable situation with low levels
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https://www.packaginginsights.com/news/uk-food-standards-agencies-call-for-ban-on-bamboo-based-plastic-fb-packaging.html
https://www.packaginginsights.com/news/uk-food-standards-agencies-call-for-ban-on-bamboo-based-plastic-fb-packaging.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/rise-in-campylobacter-cases-prompts-swedish-warning/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/rise-in-campylobacter-cases-prompts-swedish-warning/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/more-cinnamon-recalled-over-elevated-lead-levels/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/nutrition/articles/10.3389/fnut.2024.1366231/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/nutrition/articles/10.3389/fnut.2024.1366231/full
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8953
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8953
https://www.consumerreports.org/health/food-contaminants/why-perchlorate-has-contaminated-food-and-water-for-years-a1065715826/
https://www.consumerreports.org/health/food-contaminants/why-perchlorate-has-contaminated-food-and-water-for-years-a1065715826/
https://www.consumerreports.org/health/food-contaminants/why-perchlorate-has-contaminated-food-and-water-for-years-a1065715826/
https://www.consumerreports.org/health/food-contaminants/why-perchlorate-has-contaminated-food-and-water-for-years-a1065715826/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-8992
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-8992
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/salmonella-outbreak-linked-to-cheese-sickens-70-in-france/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/salmonella-outbreak-linked-to-cheese-sickens-70-in-france/
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/salmonellen-bekaempfungsprogramm-ergebnisse-fuer-das-jahr-2023-situation-stabil-auf-niedrigem-niveau.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/343/salmonellen-bekaempfungsprogramm-ergebnisse-fuer-das-jahr-2023-situation-stabil-auf-niedrigem-niveau.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/the-consumption-of-wild-boar-liver-contributes-to-a-high-intake-of-pfas.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/the-consumption-of-wild-boar-liver-contributes-to-a-high-intake-of-pfas.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/gilding-instead-of-charring-questions-and-answers-about-acrylamide-in-food.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/gilding-instead-of-charring-questions-and-answers-about-acrylamide-in-food.pdf
https://gmwatch.org/en/106-news/latest-news/20447-first-market-approval-for-ngt-new-gm-plants-in-the-eu
https://gmwatch.org/en/106-news/latest-news/20447-first-market-approval-for-ngt-new-gm-plants-in-the-eu
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8490
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8490
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8490

3.

NEWS - link collection

Food Fraud

O

Portuguese authorities have cracked down on dodgy
food supplements, olive oil, wine, and meat products
in a range of operations over recent months

A summary of investigations from the Netherlands
Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (NVWA-
I0D) in the Netherlands has revealed financial gain is
the most important motive for fraud in the red meat
sector

Inside Europe's fight against fake olive oil
The National Farmers Union (NFU) has voiced con-

cerns about the United Kingdom'’s new approach to
import controls

O
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Application of Spatial Offset Raman Spectroscopy
(SORS) and Machine Learning for Sugar Syrup Adulter-
ation Detection in UK Honey

Agri Food Fraud Report July 2024

Suspected fraud discussions up in Europe for July
Food Standards Scotland (FSS) is issuing a public
health warning after lab results from counterfeit vodka
seized earlier this month confirmed the presence of

the chemical isopropyl, which can be harmful if con-
sumed
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https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/wine-olive-oil-and-meat-products-on-radar-of-authorities-in-portugal/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/wine-olive-oil-and-meat-products-on-radar-of-authorities-in-portugal/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/wine-olive-oil-and-meat-products-on-radar-of-authorities-in-portugal/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/nvwa-shares-analysis-of-fraud-in-meat-sector/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/nvwa-shares-analysis-of-fraud-in-meat-sector/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/nvwa-shares-analysis-of-fraud-in-meat-sector/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/nvwa-shares-analysis-of-fraud-in-meat-sector/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/nvwa-shares-analysis-of-fraud-in-meat-sector/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2024/08/08/olive-oil-fraud-increases-in-europe?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/concerns-raised-about-fraud-and-safety-risks-related-to-uk-import-controls/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/concerns-raised-about-fraud-and-safety-risks-related-to-uk-import-controls/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/concerns-raised-about-fraud-and-safety-risks-related-to-uk-import-controls/
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-8158/13/15/2425#B4-foods-13-02425
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-8158/13/15/2425#B4-foods-13-02425
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-8158/13/15/2425#B4-foods-13-02425
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/a0fa0333-12db-448f-b365-66ebc8fc7daa_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202407.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/08/suspected-fraud-discussions-up-in-europe-for-july/
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/fss-issues-public-health-warning-after-potentially-harmful-counterfeit-vodka-discovered
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/fss-issues-public-health-warning-after-potentially-harmful-counterfeit-vodka-discovered
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/fss-issues-public-health-warning-after-potentially-harmful-counterfeit-vodka-discovered
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/fss-issues-public-health-warning-after-potentially-harmful-counterfeit-vodka-discovered
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/fss-issues-public-health-warning-after-potentially-harmful-counterfeit-vodka-discovered

Topic of the month

Statements of the German Working Group of Food Chemistry experts from the federal states
and from the Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (ALS)

Feedback

Please forward your suggestions,
questions and requests regarding
this newsletter directly to:
info@safefood-online.de

The task of the Working Group of Food Chemistry Experts (ALS) is to coordi-
nate the examination and assessment of food in particular between the mon-
itoring authorities of the federal states.

The testing facilities of the federal states and the Federal Armed Forces are
represented in the ALS. It is managed by the Federal Office of Consumer Pro-
tection and Food Safety (BVL). The following working groups currently exist
within the ALS:

- WG “Consumer goods”

- WG “Dietetic foods, nutritional and delimitation issues”
- WG “Genetically modified foods”

- WG “Cosmetic products”

- WG “Wine and spirits

Under this LINK at BVL you will find further information on ALS. All ALS state-
ments are summarized in a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet. Details of the indi-
vidual opinions can be found in the archive, where the ALS opinions can be
found by meeting number from 2006 onwards.

Currently (122nd meeting), for example, it has been clarified that the term
“wheat flour” is not sufficient for wheat flour with vitamins or minerals and
that this must also be labelled as a compound ingredient in baked goods
made with it.
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https://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Arbeitsbereiche/01_Lebensmittel/01_Aufgaben/02_AmtlicheLebensmittelueberwachung/12_ALS/lm_ALS_node.html
https://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Arbeitsbereiche/01_Lebensmittel/01_Aufgaben/11_ALS_ALTS/02_ALS/lm_ALS_Archiv/lm_ALS_Archiv_node.html
https://www.bvl.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/01_Lebensmittel/ALS_ALTS/ALS_Stellungnahmen_122_Sitzung_2024.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
mailto:info@safefood-online.de

Imprint

Safefood-Online =

Identify risks and increase opportunities

safefood-online GmbH
Birkenweg 18
D-68723 Schwetzingen

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697
Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696
E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de
Internet: www.safefood-online.de

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for
the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their
oper-ators are responsible.

General use policies:

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-
online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-
ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a
website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-
tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance
of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment
and food safety.

2. As aprovider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information
(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or
identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary
to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-
ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-
press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-
sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your
agreement.

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing
and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.
The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want
to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-
online.de

4. Responsibility for Content
a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to
general laws.

Personally liable partner:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

Registered Office: Schwetzingen
Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim,
HRB 710365

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a
sales tax law: DE 274 106 454

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:
Dr. Bernhard Miiller

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-
food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the
technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent
its use.

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our
safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-
age of external content due to user query is regarded as access
mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of
Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-
itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own
risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of
those sites.

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to
general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-
taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to
§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible
and reasonable.

5. Legal Notices
The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is
accurate and complete information available. However, it as-
sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and
completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right,
without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-
vided.

6. Copyrights
The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-
online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website
in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage
and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.
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