
Dear Safefood-Online users, 

 

In July, Safefood-Online recorded 449 

new notifications. You can find the 

evaluations under point 1.  

 

Point 2 "News on pesticides and con-

taminants" informs about the EFSA 

report: "Risk assessment of small or-

ganic arsenic species in food".  

COCEROL (European association of 

trade in cereals, oilseeds, rice, pulses, 

olive oil, oils and fats, animal feed and 

agrosupply) published the COCEROL 

report 2023 on mycotoxins. 

The German Federal Institute for Risk 

Assessment (BfR) updated the ques-

tions and answers on ergot alkaloids 

in cereal products. 

 

News on the topics of food safety and 

food fraud can be found under points 

3 and 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the second edition of the Con-

sumer Monitor in 2024, the German 

BfR collected data on perfluorinated 

and polyfluorinated chemicals 

(PFAS). According to the survey, the 

majority of the German population 

(61%) is unaware of these com-

pounds in connection with potential 

health risks. 

 

 

 Source: "BfR Consumer Monitor 02|2024" 

 

When asked about awareness of con-

sumer health issues, microplastics 

(95%), e-cigarettes (95%) and genet-

ically modified food (93%) were in the 

top 3 places.  

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that also this issue of the 

Safefood-Online Newsletter is inter-

esting for you and we are of course 

looking forward to your opinion. 

 

Your Safefood-Online Team 

 

 

NEWS 
LETTER 

Issue | July 2024 

 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/364/bfr-consumer-monitor-02-2024.pdf
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/364/bfr-consumer-monitor-02-2024.pdf
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: July 2024 

Compared to June, the number of new reports on Safefood-Online 

 increased slightly again  

 

▪ July 2024:  449 

▪ June 2024:   429 

▪ May 2024:   451 

 

The notifications from July 2024 are divided as follows: 

 

▪ Alert notifications: 105 

▪ Border rejections: 131 

▪ Information messages: 213 

 

Note:  

Only the RASFF notifications are included in the comparison, as the notifications from the EU Monthly Food Fraud Sum-

mary Report are not published until the middle of the following month. 

 

In July, the product category fruit, vegetables and pulses was again in first place with 89 notifications. 63 notifications 

were for pesticide residues (with 9 notifications for formetanate and 8 notifications for chlorpyrifos). The product cate-

gory nuts, nut products and seeds followed in second place with 46 notifications, including 23 notifications for  

mycotoxins and 13 notifications for pathogenic micro-organisms. The product category dietary foods, food supplements 

and fortified foods is in third place with 43 notifications: 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: July 2024 

According to products, the highest number of notifications in July (24) concerned food supplements, followed by peanuts 

with 14 and rice with 10 notifications: 

 

 

 

By hazard category, pesticides are in first place with 103 notifications. In 21 cases, chlorpyrifos findings caused the noti-

fications pathogenic micro-organisms and mycotoxins are following with 94 and 39 notifications: 
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1. Notifications in Safefood-Online: July 2024 

By hazard, salmonella are in first place with 60 notifications, followed by aflatoxins with 30 notifications (including 23 

notifications in the product category nuts, nut products and seeds with 14 notifications for peanuts and 5 notifications 

for pistachios) and chlorpyrifos with 21 notifications. Here most notifications were made in the product categories fruit, 

vegetables and pulses and herbs and spices with 8 notifications each: 

 

 

Finally, the evaluation of the notifications according to the country of origin of the products: 

 

 

India is in first place with 38 notifications, followed by Poland with 29 and China with 28 notifications.
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

 

Risk assessment of small or-

ganoarsenic species in food 
 

Small organic arsenic species are compounds that do not 

contain any organic groups bound to arsenic other than 

methyl groups. The most common are monomethylarsonic 

acid (MMA) and dimethylarsinic acid (DMA). Rice and fish 

are the main sources of arsenic in the human diet. 

 

You can find the full report here. EFSA has published a 

summary on this topic. 

 

 

COCEROL Mycotoxins Survey  
 

The European association of trade in cereals, oilseeds, 

rice, pulses, olive oil, oils and fats, animal feed and agro-

supply (COCEROL) has published the results of the survey 

of COCERAL members on the handling of mycotoxins.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See also the article in foodingredients first. 

Acrylamide is also produced in the 
body itself. 
 
An interesting discovery has now been made as part of a 

research project at the Federal Institute for Risk Assess-

ment (BfR): acrylamide is also produced in the body itself 

and even in larger quantities than previously assumed. The 

results were published in the journal "Archives of Toxicol-

ogy" under the title: " Internal exposure to heat-induced 

food contaminants in omnivores, vegans and strict raw 

food eaters: biomarkers of exposure to acrylamide (hemo-

globin adducts, urinary mercapturic acids) and new in-

sights on its endogenous formation” 
 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8844
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/plain-language-summary/risk-assessment-small-organoarsenic-species-food
https://www.coceral.com/data/1720532407Mycotoxins%20Report%202023.pdf
https://www.coceral.com/data/1720532407Mycotoxins%20Report%202023.pdf
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/managing-mycotoxins-european-traders-ramp-up-crop-monitoring-to-bolster-food-and-feed-safety.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00204-024-03798-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00204-024-03798-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00204-024-03798-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00204-024-03798-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00204-024-03798-z
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2. Update on pesticides and contaminants 

 

 

 

 

Food Safety 
 

 

 German BfR: Allergies -The most important questions 

and answers at a glance 

 

 According to a recent report, Campylobacter and Lis-

teria infections have increased, but Salmonella and E. 

coli cases dropped in Ireland in the first three months 

of 2024.   

 

 Researchers confirm pasteurisation inactivates H5N1 

virus in milk 

 

 UK food safety in 'absolute chaos' due to Brexit, expert 

warns 

 

 US: Colorado dairy worker is the fourth human this 

year to contract and recover from H5N1 

 

 US: Reported Incidence of Infections Caused by Patho-

gens Transmitted Commonly Through Food: Impact of 

Increased Use of Culture-Independent Diagnostic 

Tests — Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance Net-

work, 1996–2023 

 

 Norway: Norwegian health officials are investigating 

the reasons behind a spike in Salmonella cases, which 

have sickened more than 30 people 

 

 ECDC: Botulism Annual Epidemiological Report for 

2022 

 

 More than 130 people are sick in France as part of a 

Yersinia outbreak linked to a raw milk goat’s cheese 

brand 

 

 EFSA: Guidance on risk–benefit assessment of foods 

 

 Screening for emerging chemical risks in the food 

chain (SCREENER) 

 

 EU’s food watchdog dismisses concerns over gene-

edited crops proposal amid Council deadlock 

 

 EFSA: Public health aspects of Vibrio spp. related to 

the consumption of seafood in the EU 

 

 US: More imported cinnamon recalled because of high 

levels of lead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/allergies__the_most_important_questions_and_answers_at_a_glance-316214.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/allergies__the_most_important_questions_and_answers_at_a_glance-316214.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/ireland-reveals-illness-data-for-early-2024/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/ireland-reveals-illness-data-for-early-2024/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/ireland-reveals-illness-data-for-early-2024/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/ireland-reveals-illness-data-for-early-2024/
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/232911/researchers-confirm-pasteurisation-inactivates-h5n1-virus-in-milk/
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/232911/researchers-confirm-pasteurisation-inactivates-h5n1-virus-in-milk/
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/money/other/uk-food-safety-in-absolute-chaos-due-to-brexit-expert-warns/ar-BB1pqT00
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/money/other/uk-food-safety-in-absolute-chaos-due-to-brexit-expert-warns/ar-BB1pqT00
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/colorado-dairy-worker-is-the-fourth-human-this-year-to-contract-and-recover-from-h5n1/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/colorado-dairy-worker-is-the-fourth-human-this-year-to-contract-and-recover-from-h5n1/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7326a1.htm?s_cid=mm7326a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7326a1.htm?s_cid=mm7326a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7326a1.htm?s_cid=mm7326a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7326a1.htm?s_cid=mm7326a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7326a1.htm?s_cid=mm7326a1_w
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/salmonella-cases-rise-in-norway-outbreaks-continue-in-denmark/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/salmonella-cases-rise-in-norway-outbreaks-continue-in-denmark/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/salmonella-cases-rise-in-norway-outbreaks-continue-in-denmark/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/BOTU_AER_2022_Report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/BOTU_AER_2022_Report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/raw-milk-cheese-linked-to-french-yersinia-outbreak/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/raw-milk-cheese-linked-to-french-yersinia-outbreak/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/raw-milk-cheese-linked-to-french-yersinia-outbreak/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8875
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-8962
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.2903/sp.efsa.2024.EN-8962
https://www.euractiv.de/section/landwirtschaft-und-ernahrung/news/neue-gentechnik-eu-lebensmittelbehoerde-weist-bedenken-zurueck/
https://www.euractiv.de/section/landwirtschaft-und-ernahrung/news/neue-gentechnik-eu-lebensmittelbehoerde-weist-bedenken-zurueck/
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8896
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.8896
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/more-imported-cinnamon-recalled-because-of-high-levels-of-lead/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/more-imported-cinnamon-recalled-because-of-high-levels-of-lead/
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3. NEWS – link collection 

 

 

Food Fraud 
 

 Supermarkets may have sold rotten meat for years as 

foreign products ‘falsely labelled British’ 

 

 India: Eliminating food fraud vulnerabilities 

 

 Great Britain: A food business owner in England has 

been fined for falsifying Salmonella testing certifi-

cates 

 

 Food Authenticity Network (FAN): Global Food Fraud 

Report 2023 

 

 Report on Agri-Food Suspicions May 2024  

 

  Report on Agri-Food Suspicions June 2024  

 

 

 

 

 Fake olive oil on the rise as Mediterranean markets 

continue to struggle 

 

 A comprehensive systematic review and bibliometric 

analysis of food fraud from a global perspective 

 

 IFS: Product and Food Defence Guideline 

 

 A two-tier approach for the detection of contaminants 

and adulterants in sunflower oil to protect consumer 

safety 

 

 French water controls criticized in EU audit; consum-

ers deceived 

 

 

 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/supermarkets-may-sold-rotten-meat-171004086.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5vcmVhZGVyLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAADs5hrFi8PDl30JKJRwDLjQ2hofRTFIgqo-vbtSOpUb2efIeqyN4ywpylaJF8dKcBykBJ5GE0SFJiaoDOz9C--DRqGlDw_xYKNwNzX65JmLKiRXRQMTWhtNiRfWCczAMHRG6z5pB3RlLdArPH_8nFjDl2sIHnI4yhRHSRjcDcDcp
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/supermarkets-may-sold-rotten-meat-171004086.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5vcmVhZGVyLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAADs5hrFi8PDl30JKJRwDLjQ2hofRTFIgqo-vbtSOpUb2efIeqyN4ywpylaJF8dKcBykBJ5GE0SFJiaoDOz9C--DRqGlDw_xYKNwNzX65JmLKiRXRQMTWhtNiRfWCczAMHRG6z5pB3RlLdArPH_8nFjDl2sIHnI4yhRHSRjcDcDcp
https://nuffoodsspectrum.in/2024/07/04/eliminating-food-fraud-vulnerabilities.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/fine-for-business-which-faked-salmonella-certificates/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/fine-for-business-which-faked-salmonella-certificates/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/fine-for-business-which-faked-salmonella-certificates/
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/fan-2023-global-food-fraud-report/viewdocument/105
https://documents.foodauthenticity.global/index.php/mnu-arts/fan-2023-global-food-fraud-report/viewdocument/105
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/1e5bac5c-e9d1-438a-9e85-35ad711d0164_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202405.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/1572521d-f24e-46da-9ca0-4d656c9070e8_en?filename=ff_ffn_monthly-report_202406.pdf
https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/food-safety/fake-olive-oil-on-the-rise-as-mediterranean-markets-continue-to-struggle/693704.article
https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/food-safety/fake-olive-oil-on-the-rise-as-mediterranean-markets-continue-to-struggle/693704.article
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S266615432300193X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S266615432300193X?via%3Dihub
https://www.csqa.it/getattachment/fa072a34-7928-4f5b-8348-c6936fd07f4c/IFS_Product_and_Food_Defence_guideline_v2_EN_1720443254.pdf?lang=it-IT
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0924224424002358?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0924224424002358?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0924224424002358?via%3Dihub
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/french-water-controls-criticized-in-eu-audit-consumers-worldwide-have-been-deceived/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/07/french-water-controls-criticized-in-eu-audit-consumers-worldwide-have-been-deceived/


 

Safefood-Online Newsletter | Issue: July 2024 | 8 

4. Topic of the month 

Report on Agri-Food Fraud Suspicions June 2024 

 

Since January 2024, the European Commission is publishing the report on Agri-Food Fraud suspicions monthly. As al-

ready informed (see also the Safefood-Online Newsletters March and April 2024), these are notifications  from the 

iRASFF that have been classified as suspicious and serve to warn or initiate investigations by the competent authorities 

of the member states. Below is an overview of the development of notifications from January to June 2024: 

 

 

 

The suspicious agri-food fraud notifications are broken down by product category as follows: 
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4. Topic of the month 

Finally, the presentation by type of notification: 

 

 

 

Further information can be found on the website of the Agri-Food Fraud Network, especially detailed information about 

the notifications. 

 

From now on, we will also include the agri-food fraud notifications in the Safefood-Online database so that these notifi-

cations are also taken into account in the corresponding evaluations in Safefood-Online 

 

 

111
142 143 156

101
123

122

135 131
131

125
100

17

20 34
27

15 22

12

9
17 18

24 14

15

12

20 9

16 6

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

01.2024 02.2024 03.2024 04.2024 05.2024 06.2024

Agri-Food Fraud suspicions according to type: January - June 2024

market control border control company's own check consumer complaint other

Feedback 
Please forward your suggestions, 

questions and requests regarding 

this newsletter directly to:  

info@safefood-online.de 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/acn/ffn-monthly_en
mailto:info@safefood-online.de
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 Imprint 

 

 

 

 

Safefood-Online GmbH 

Birkenweg 18 

D-68723 Schwetzingen 

 

Phone: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 697 

Fax: +49 (0) 62 02 / 923 696 

E-Mail: info@safefood-online.de 

Internet: www.safefood-online.de 

Personally liable partner:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

Registered Office: Schwetzingen  

Commercial Register: Amtsgericht Mannheim, 

HRB 710365 

 

Sales tax identification number according to § 27a  

sales tax law: DE 274 106 454 

 

Responsible according to § 55 paragraph 2 RStV:  

Dr. Bernhard Müller 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: Despite careful content control we assume no liability for 

the content of external links. For the content of linked pages their 

oper-ators are responsible. 

 

General use policies: 

1. The company safefood-online GmbH (in the following “safefood-

online” called), Birkenweg.18 business address, D-68723 Schwetz-

ingen, operates under the Internet address www.safefood-online.de a 

website on the Internet, that provides information and communica-

tion. The object of the enterprise is the maintenance  

of an Internet database for the representation of risk assessment  

and food safety.  

 

2. As a provider of a teleservice safefood-online personal information 

(details about personal or factual circumstances of an identified or 

identifiable person) will collect only so much or use as is necessary  

to execute the teleservice (stock data). The processing and use of in-

ventory data for other purposes only if you as the user grant your ex-

press consent. Neither of us using the website is considered as con-

sent, nor is the use of safefood-online-site of the issuance of your 

agreement.  

 

3. You have the right to have your consent to the storage, processing 

and use of your data at any time to revoke, effective for the future.  

The withdrawal may be made in writing or electronically. Do you want 

to withdraw your consent, please send an e-mail to info@safefood-

online.de  

 

4. Responsibility for Content 

a. safefood-online is to its own website content according to  

general laws.  

 

b. For third-party content that is hosted in the website to use, safe-

food-online is only responsible, it is aware of the contents and the 

technical and reasonable possibility exists to prevent  

its use.  

c. Liability for external content, which is only accessible from our 

safefood-online, is excluded. The automatic and temporary stor-

age of external content due to user query is regarded as access 

mediation. We assume no liability or guarantee for the content of 

Internet sites to which our website refers directly or indirectly. Vis-

itors follow links to other websites and homepages at their own 

risk and use them in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

those sites.  

d. Obligations to restrict the usage of illicit content according to 

general laws remains unaffected if safefood-online, while main-

taining the secrecy of telecommunications pursuant to  

§ 88 TKG of such contents and the bar is technically possible  

and reasonable. 

 

5. Legal Notices 

The company safefood-online strives to provide on this website is 

accurate and complete information available. However, it as-

sumes no liability or guarantee for the topicality, correctness and 

completeness of the information provided. We reserve the right, 

without prior notice, changes or additions to the information pro-

vided.  

 

6. Copyrights 

The content of this website is protected by copyright. Safefood-

online visitors, however, granted the right to store on this website 

in whole or text and reproduce. For copyright reasons, the storage 

and reproduction of images or graphics on this site is prohibited.  

http://www.safefood-online.de/

